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* Technical words are identified throughout the plan with an asterisk and their meaning 

described in the glossary (see Appendix I, p.12-14).  
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Ropsley Woodlands Forest Plan 2026 

Summary 

 

This Forest Plan (FP) summarises proposals by Forestry England for the management of 

the Ropsley Woodlands in Lincolnshire. The Ropsley Woodlands FP area totals 208.8ha 

and comprises the fragmented individual woods of Ropsley Rise (56ha), Boothby Great 

(67.2ha), Boothby Little (26.8ha) and Ingoldsby (58.8ha). They are situated inside South 

Kesteven District, up to 10km southwest of Grantham and within 5km of Ropsley village 

(see Location, Tenure & Access Map p.14). The tenure is a mix of freehold (122.6ha) and 

leasehold (86.2ha), with corresponding public access in Boothby Great Wood and most of 

Ingoldsby Wood. 

 

The Ropsley Woodlands fall mostly inside the Kesteven Uplands National Character Area* 

(NCA) which is characterised by a gently rolling, mixed farming landscape. The scattered 

woodlands within this area are significant; including semi-natural, ancient and commercial 

forests. The elevation of the Ropsley Woodlands within the undulating landform ranges from 

82m (in Ingoldsby) to high points of 118m (in Ropsley Rise and Boothby Great); the 

woodlands being prominent features in their immediate landscape and visible from 

respective local roads and footpaths (see Survey Map, p.16). 

 

The soil type of the Ropsley Woodlands is predominantly pelo-stagnogley throughout. This 

soil is clayey and poorly draining, resulting in seasonal waterlogging in some areas. The 

woodlands themselves include areas of Deciduous Woodland Priority Habitat, and comprise 

predominantly Ancient* and Semi-Natural* Woodland (ASNW) and Plantations on Ancient 

Woodland Sites (PAWS)*, with a small proportion of broadleaved secondary* woodland (see 

Designations and Conservation Map, p.15). 

 

The primary management objectives for the Ropsley Woodlands FP are to: 

¶ Support the delivery of the Forestry England Wild Ingoldsby Project, working in harmony 

with the Boothby Wildland Landscape Recovery Scheme to provide substantial gains for 

biodiversity. 

¶ Continue the restoration of PAWS, maintain and improve the ecological value of priority 

habitats, and manage important open and woodland edge habitats to benefit flora and 

fauna. 

¶ Sustainably grow commercial timber using species and systems resilient to the impacts of 

pests, diseases and climate change to maximise yields and prioritise timber quality. 

¶ Conserve the heritage features and maintain informal public access in freehold areas.  
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