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Title: 2. Redesdale species composition
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Other Conifer

Mixed
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Felled / Open

Redesdale Main: Current species % and area
(ha)

Sitka Spruce 69.1% (2,261.8)

Norway Spruce 10.2% (334.3)

Scots Pine 4.8% (158.0)

Mixed Broadleaf 4.5% (146.1)

Other  species 11.4% (375.0)
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This map shows the yield class of productive forest
coupes at Redesdale. Yield class is a measure of tree
growth, for example a coupe with a yield class of 12 will
have its standing volume increase by 12 cubic metres
per hectare each year. These are average values and are
useful for planning harvesting programs.

The yield class of sitka spruce is an important factor in
determining whether to restock on peat soils. The peat
policy framework is described in section 4.2 of the 2026
- 2036 Redesdale Forest Design Plan.

No coupes at Redesdale fall within the thresholds of the
peat policy framework.
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Kielderhead SSSI

Sitka spreading onto the SSSI is a major concern, as over time
open habitats will be lost unless interventions occur. There is a
legal obligation to maintain the condition and where possible
enhance the SSSI.

The Sitka component along the SSSI border will be replaced with
other conifer species and productive broadleaves in future
restocking. It is expected Sitka will still regenerate from seed into
the future. To combat this rotations have been shortened
adjacent the SSSI to reduce the impact of future seed sources.

Ancient Woodlands - Robb's Wood and Dead
Wood

There is opportunity to increase the extent of
ancient woodland within Redesdale. Future
restocking of native broadleaves will seek to
connect the two areas of ancient woodland.
Regular thinning of regenerating Sitka will be
needed. Restocking adjacent to these areas will
focus on other conifer species to reduce potential
Sitka seed sources.

Improving wildlife corridors

By managing riparian zones, forest rides and open areas as
dynamic habitats, limiting the amount of Sitka regeneration and
promoting other conifer and broadleaf species, habitat
connectivity can be improved across Redesdale to support species
like the red squirrel and pine marten.

This will be achieved by aligning thinning operations in these
areas, targeting Sitka predominately, with nearby timber
harvesting. This will also have the benefit of creating habitats at
different age classes across the forest.

Sustainable timber production

This remains a priority objective for Redesdale. Management
techniques and decision making will need to adapt over time to
changing climate, species availability and plant health.

Actions we will take to meet these challenges are increased
planting of mixtures, either intimately or in blocks to promote
species diversity. Thinning appropriate stands, and in some cases
earlier thinning, to promote stability and create a more diverse
forest structure. Consideration for provenance and genetic
diversity when selecting trees to restock. Landscape

Redesdale Forest is very visible from the A68 and
forest drive. Management of open areas will
maintain viewpoints throughout the forest.
Promoting species such as birch and aspen in
visible areas will enhance visual appeal, particularly
in the autumn. Ride management creating
graduated edges will create natural transitions
between plantations and dynamic habitats.


