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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Waltons Wood 

Big Bishops 

Burnt Wood 

Swynnertons 

Tittensor 

Little Bishops 

The woodlands lie in 
Northwest 
Staffordshire which is 
a predominantly rural 
landscape surrounded 
by small settlements 
and the City of 
Newcastle-under-
Lyme to the Northeast.  
The design plan within 
the Mosses and Meres, 
Potteries and Churnet 
Valley Natural Areas 
(English Nature).   
 
The design plan covers 
an area of 935ha, of 
which 599ha (70%) is 
known to be former 
Ancient Woodland.  
The main influences 
on the future 
management will be 
the production of 
commercial timber 
balanced with restoring 
the Plantations on 
Ancient Woodland 
Sites (PAWs) back to 
broadleaf woodland 
and the encouragement 
of Biodiversity. 
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Open water, and small streams can be 
found across the design plan area and 
provide valuable habitats for wildlife.   The 
adjacent woodland habitat will be cut to 
create a diverse open woodland structure 
with dappled shade along the water 

There is a limited number of TSI and 
deadwood within the woodlands.  Future 
TSI and deadwood habitats will be 
identified and maintained in perpetuity to 
increase on a sustainable basis the 
percentage of available habitat. 

Burnt Wood provide  a strong focal points 
for local residents and commuters traveling 
along the B5026.  The size, scale and 
timings of future felling will be sympathetic 
to the  woodlands landscape value. 

The fragmented blocks 
of broadleaves will be 
maintained under LISS 
to maintain an element 
of high forest while the 
remaining PAWs areas 
are restored. 

Secondary woodland areas will 
continue to produce commercial 
conifer crops in future rotations. 

The habitat requirements of the  
European Protected Species (EPS) 
found within the woodland which 
include Southern Wood ants and Agent 
and Sable moth will be taken into 
consideration when management 
operations are planned. 

The historic feature such as the woodbanks 
will be conserved wherever possible and 
the SAM will be managed in accordance 
with the agreed management plans drawn 
up with English Heritage. 
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Walton’s Wood contains a large area of wet woodland.  
This will be managed for conservation with the removal 
of exotic, invasive species and the upper storey 
opened up to increase light levels in the understorey.  
Future management objectives will be to allow a rich 
aquatic vegetation to become established. 

There is a limited number of TSI and 
deadwood within the woodlands.  Future 
TSI and deadwood habitats will be 
identified and maintained in perpetuity to 
increase on a sustainable basis the 
percentage of available habitat. 

Tittensor, Walton’s Wood and to a lesser 
extent Swynnerton Old Park are strong focal 
points in the local landscape and for 
commuters on the M6 and A34.  The size, 
scale and timings of future felling will be 
sympathetic to the  woodlands landscape 

Due to the extensive windblow 
that has occurred in 
Swynnerton Old Park the future 
removal of conifers will be 
reduced to ensure the continuity 
of high forest while the new 
broadleaved woodland areas 
become established. 

Secondary woodland areas will 
continue to produce commercial 
conifer crops in future rotations. 

The FC will continue to work with 
Butterfly Conservation and 
implement a cutting programme 
and widening of rides to create 
favourable habitat for Lepidoptera. 

The SAM will be managed in accordance 
with their agreed management plans 
drawn up with Historic English. 
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The patchwork of colours represents the 
percentage of each species within mixed 
crops.  The spatial representation does 
not reflect the position on the ground of 
each species, simply the overall 
woodland composition. 

The woodlands currently comprise of  
48% pine, 17% broadleaves, 9% 
larch, 4% evergreen conifers and 22% 
open ground (felled areas, roads/rides 
and permanent open space). 
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The woodlands currently comprise of  
48% pine, 17% broadleaves, 9% 
larch, 4% evergreen conifers and 22% 
open ground (felled areas, roads/rides 
and permanent open space). 
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Areas to be managed as Long 
Term Retention will allow the 
stands of trees to be retained 
beyond their economic rotation 
increasing the volume of 
deadwood and becoming future 
Trees of Special Interest (TSI). 

Areas to be managed as natural reserves will 
allow the stands of trees to reach ecological 
maturity and increase the biodiversity of the 
woodland. Management operations within these 
areas will be limited to those carried out for 
conservation or necessary on Health and Safety 
grounds.  All timber residues will be left on site 
where appropriate to provide deadwood habitats. 

Group felling systems will be used 
to create the correct microclimate 
for light demanding species to be 
established in these stands. 
 
Single tree selection systems will 
be the preferred felling system 
around water features and to 
create a more diverse stand 
structure. 
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The size, scale and frequency 
of felling operations have been 
designed to diversify the stand 
structure, create transitional 
open space and increase the 
aesthetic for visitors. 

Low Impact Sivlicultural Systems (LISS) 
that will provide a continuity of woodland 
cover longterm and provide opportunities 
to create new deadwood habitats. 

When felling take place some 
individual and small groups of 
broadleaves and conifers may be 
retained to form part of the next 
rotation and increase the volume 
of deadwood and number of TSI. 

Felling periods have been 
selected to reflect the current 
stand structure with poorly 
stocked infected Corsican pine 
stands being removed early 
and Scots pine and larch 
stands being managed on 
longer rotations. 
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Due to the limited seed source and species 
diversity.  Restocking will take place using 
small group ‘nest planting’ spread across the 
clear fell sites.  This will provide the 
opportunity to introduce new native and 
honorary native species.  Natural regeneration 
will be used to restock the areas between the 
‘nest planting’. 

Prior to restocking taking place an 
Ecological Site Classification 
(ESC) will be used to assess the 
soils, hydration and establish 
which species would be most 
suitable for each clear fell site. 

The open wide roadside 
habitats will be retained.  
Vegetation will be cut 
periodically with small groups 
and individual trees being 
allowed to become fully 
established.  But the overall 
open nature of these areas 
been maintained and not 
allowed to develop back into 
high forest. 

When clearfell operations 
are carried out, any viable 
broadleaves and 
indigenous shrubs will be 
retained to form part of the 
next rotation and additional 
cover along rides. 
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The size, scale and frequency 
of felling operations has been 
designed to diversify the stand 
structure, create transitional 
open space and increase the 
aesthetic for visitors. 

Low Impact Sivlicultural Systems (LISS) 
that will provide a continuity of woodland 
cover longterm and provide opportunities 
to create new deadwood habitats. 

When felling takes place some 
individual and small groups of 
broadleaves and conifers may be 
retained to form part of the next 
rotation and increase the volume 
of deadwood and number of TSI. 

The first phase of felling will 
focus on the removal of open 
poorly stocked conifers.  Scots 
pine will be managed on 
longer rotation and the young 
larch being managed on its full 
economic rotation. 


	 Maps

	Ancient Woodland*, Plantation on Ancient Woodland (PAWs)*, Secondary Woodland*,  Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)*, and lies in the Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain Natural Area* Profile No.61, Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM)*.

			Pic 1. Old Birch in Tittensor Wood
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