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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Big Bishops Wood is still largely 
dominated by blocks of pine 
(evergreen conifers) and few 
small stands of larch. 

2020  

Mature broadleaved stands are located along the 
perimeter of the woodland with one large block of 
young birch in the middle. 

The following sequence of 3D oblique images shows the future forest structure based on the 
current stock data, planned harvesting and restocking programmes in 2020, 2040 and 2060. 

To help distinguish between broadleaves and conifers the images shows the autumn colour of 
trees with the evergreen conifers dark green, larch orange and broadleaves varying shade of 
brown (oak - dark brown through to birch - light brown). 

View Point 

Big Bishops Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

The restoration of Big Bishops back to a broadleaved woodland is almost complete.  Only a few small 
stands of conifers remain with one or two individual and small groups of conifers, these have been 
retained as part of the natural reserve or have regenerated and become part of the next rotation. 

Conifer stands are gradually being clearfelled and restocked with 
broadleaves through a combination of planting and natural regeneration.  
The speed of the restoration will be phased in gradually to ensure a mixed 
age structure can be maintained between stands across the forest. 

2060  

2040  

Big Bishops Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Little Bishops comprises of one third secondary and two thirds former 
ancient woodland.  The woodland is now dominated by pine forest 
which has been adversely affected by DNB.  The light crown structure 
has allowed some regeneration of birch under the mature pine and this 
will be incorporated where possible into the next rotation and help 
stabilise the micro-climate following felling operations. 
 
A small stream surrounded by mixed broadleaves and firs will be 
managed as continuous cover forestry ensuring the conifers are kept 
clear of the water course. 

2020  

View Point 

Little Bishops Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Phased felling has begun in the mature stands and 
restocking of both conifers and broadleaves has taken 
place in the secondary and ancient woodland sites. 

The area of ancient woodland is now dominated 
by broadleaves with the exception of a few 
individual and small groups of conifers retained 
for biodiversity and nesting sites for raptors. 

2060  

2040  

Pine stands have now been  replanted 
with a more diverse mixture of evergreen 
conifers which will be more resilient to 
climate change, pests and disease. 

Little Bishops Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Large mature broadleaved woodland designated as a SSSI dominate the 
southern half of the woodland with mature conifers most prevalent in the 
foreground.  Burnt Wood has a large percentage of larch grown as 
mixtures and pure stands. 

View Point 

2020  

Burnt Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Broadleaves have become fully 
established on clearfell sites. 

Small scale felling in the mature 
conifers stands have made 
room to establish broadleaves. 

2060  

2040  

Burnt Wood has now been reverted back to a broadleaved woodland dominated by indigenous 
species.  A small percentage of conifers have been retained as a long term retention.  A 
component of mixed stands are being actively managed in the secondary woodland. 

Burnt Wood 



37 

 
North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Tittensor Wood is a secondary woodland dominated by conifers and edged with a stand of mixed 
broadleaves adjacent to the A34 and A51. 

Phased felling of the mature conifer stands has taken place over the last 20 years creating a mixed stand 
structure. 

The woodland contains a large area of open space associated to the hill fort (SAM) and 2 overhead power 
lines that cross the woodland. 

No Future Forest  images have been created for Walton's Wood as there will be little structural change in 
the woodland as it will be managed as a Natural Reserve (non-intervention) and Low Impact Silvicultural 
Systems (LISS). 

2020  

View Point 

Tittensor Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

 

The next phase of felling has seen the removal of the mature pine stands 
from the northern and southern end of the woodland. 
 
When restocking took place the tree line was lowered away from the hill 
fort as agreed with English Heritage. 

2060  

2040  

Thinning operation has continued in the mixed broadleaved and 
mature larch stands and space created for any natural regeneration 
to become fully established. 

Tittensor Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

The southern half of Swynnerton Old Park known as Harley Thorns is 
dominated by larch with some young pine stands.  The management 
objectives are to grow the conifers on a full economic rotation (60-80 year 
cycle).  A notifiable disease (Phytophthora ramorum) has been identified in 
private woodlands locally and the FC will continue to monitor the larch for 
any signs of infection.  If discovered then the larch would have to be felled 
under a health notification from DEFRA. 

2020  

View Point 

Swynnerton Old Park Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

 

Broadleaves have become 
established on the recent clearfell 
sites. 
 
A mixed stand is developing in the 
larch being managed as Low Impact 
Silvicultural Systems (LISS). 

2060  

2040  

The last of the young pine and larch stands 
are reaching the end of their economic 
rotation.  The rest of the woodland is now 
dominated with broadleaves. 
 
The area of LISS has developed into a multi 
structured stand dominated by broadleaves 
while still retaining some of the mature larch. 

Swynnerton Old Park Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Swynnerton Old Park has experienced extensive storm 
damage over recent years and the rate of future felling's will 
be reduced as a consequence.  A restocking programme 
has begun on these new ‘wind blow’ areas. 

2020  

View Point 
Swynnerton Old Park Wood 
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North Staffordshire Forest Plan 2018 to 2028 

Clearfells on the north-eastern edge of Swynnerton 
Old Park below the forest road have been restocked 
with conifers as this area is secondary woodland.  
Restocking within the main block is with broadleaves 
as this area is former ancient woodland. 

 

2060  

2040  

With the exception of a few areas/groups of conifers retained as long term retentions, the main block 
of Swynnerton Old Park will be converted back to predominantly broadleaved woodland over the next 
60 years.  Future rotations will continue to be managed under a clearfell and restocking programme to 
facilitate the nesting and feeding habitat requirement of ground nesting birds found in the woodland. 

Swynnerton Old Park Wood 


	 Maps

	Ancient Woodland*, Plantation on Ancient Woodland (PAWs)*, Secondary Woodland*,  Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)*, and lies in the Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain Natural Area* Profile No.61, Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM)*.

			Pic 1. Old Birch in Tittensor Wood
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