m Forestry England

Newton Wood

a hew woodland near
Newton-on-the-Moor,
Northumberland

Consultation report and
our response to key
issues raised

July 2026



Contents

1. EXECULIVE SUMIMAIY c ittt ittt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeesasesssssssssssssssassnnes 3
2. About the CONSULLATION ..ot et eeeeiraeeeeseeaanns 4
2.1 1 0 Ta 18 Tt [ PN 4
2.2 Objectives of the new woodland .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeieeaaaaaann, 4
2.3 CONSULL AT ON PUIPOS . . ettt et ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt eeeeeeeeaeaeeaaaaaaaaaasssssssssanannns 4
2.4 Early engagement ......uuieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it aaan 5
2.5 Who we consulted - public consultation ........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeannn. 5
2.6 Dates and duration .......coeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it ee ettt e e 5
2.7 What We @sked ....ooiiniiiiiiiiiiiii et ettt e eeeernneeeseeenns 5
2.8 Methods of reSpONAiNgG ......ceeiiiiiiiiiii it e e et eeeeineeeeeaaanns 5
2.9 Consultation materials and publiCity ...ooevinieeiiiiiiiiiiiiii i eeeeeiaees 6
3.Consultation feedback .......coueiiiiiiiii i e 7
3.1 Consultation reSPONSE OVEIVIEW ....uveeetireriiineeeeeeeeeennneeeeeeeesesnnnseeeseeeanns 7
3.2 Consultation response by theme ......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 8
3.3 Supportive/positive COMMENES .. ...ttt eeieeeeeaeeeaeaaaaaaaaaanns 8
3.4 Concerns/negative COMMENTS .. ... ieiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaanns 9
3.5 Questions, comments and SUGGESLIONS. ..vuveuueeeetreeeiiiieeeeeeeeenrneeeeeeeannns 10
3.6 Feedback from the consultation dropinevent........cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnn 11
Summary of stakeholder FESPONSES .. ..uuuuettttieiiiiiteeeteeeiiieeeeeeeeaarnneeeeeeennns 12

5. Our responses t0 iSSUES FAISEA .....uuuuuuiiiiiiiiieiieeiitieeeeteasnnnnnnnnnnnes 14
1. Consultation and ComMMUNILY....oiiiiiiiiiiiii i i i ittt eeeeaeeas 15
2. Dogsand the new woodland .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt e eeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaan 15
3. Impact of the new woodland ........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i teeieeaeaaaaaas 15
S - L 14111 Pt 16
5. FOOtPAths @nd @CCESS . .uuniiiii ittt ittt e ettt ieeeeeeeeeeeaaaaan 16
6. Tree planting and SPECIES «iuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitteteteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaseeeseseananns 16
2 4 1 Ca 11} £ PO PPt 19
8. Woodland deSigN . .cciiiiiiiiiiii ittt ettt eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeaaeaaaaaan 20
Appendix A: Our response to key themes from early engagement ............cccevvennnnnn. 21
Appendix B: Consultation information - .......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e eeeiaeas 25
Appendix C: Consultation qUESLIONNAINE ...oiiiiiiiiiii ittt eiiiiiieeeeeeeannaaas 36
Appendix D: Letters/emailS ....eeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ee e iiieee e eeaaanaas 38
AppendiX E: Code frame . ..ueeiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt et e ittt eeeeeineaeeeeaannnnnaas 40
Appendix F: Stakeholders contacted.......c.ccoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i e 42

2 Newton Wood : consultation report and our response to key issues raised July 2026



1. Executive summary

Between 2 June and 28 June, we held a consultation on proposals for the designs
of a new woodland, called Newton Wood, on land we recently purchased at
Newton-on-the-Moor, near Morpeth in Northumberland.

This report focuses on the feedback we received to the consultation and our
response to the key issues raised.

We received 35* responses to the consultation. Whilst we received many broadly
supportive comments, some highlighted concerns, and others raised questions and
made suggestions.

After carefully considering the responses, further design work, and in response to
consultation feedback, we have updated our proposed designs for the new
woodland to include the following change:

e We have reviewed the Local Nature Recovery Strategy and have sought to
further align our woodland design with its objectives. As part of this, we
have added two scrapes (a shallow wetland feature created by excavating a
small depression in the ground so that it holds water either permanently or
seasonally) - one in an area of the woodland to the north and the other to
the south. These are indicated on the updated design plan.

e In response to initial feedback from Natural England, we have replaced the
proposed conifer planting with a strip of broadleaf planting either side of
the watercourse.

e In response to concerns about planting close to a neighbouring property, we
have amended the woodland design so that the start of the planting is
further away from the property boundary and associated outbuilding.

We will shortly be submitting our proposals to the Forestry Commission for
regulatory review ahead of planting the new woodland.

This report outlines our approach to the consultation, a summary of the key issues
and questions raised, and our response.

*Pending a formal response from Natural England
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2. About the consultation

2.1 Introduction

Forestry England is creating a new 46-hectare woodland on land we have
purchased at Newton-on-the-Moor in Northumberland. The new woodland, which
we will call Newton Wood, will be planted with mixed conifer and broadleaf trees,
specially selected to be resilient to future climate conditions.

The new woodland will be open to the public for people to explore and enjoy,
whilst also being a valuable place for wildlife and producing sustainable timber for
a greener economy.

The consultation invited views from the public and stakeholders on our proposals
for the planting and design of the new woodland. Feedback will help shape and
inform our final designs, which will be submitted to the Forestry Commission for
regulatory review ahead of planting the new woodland.

2.2 Objectives of the new woodland
Our objectives for the new woodland are:

Future forest resources and resilience: plant a mix of trees for a lasting supply of
sustainable timber.

Thriving habitats for wildlife: create a mosaic of habitats, including areas of low
density planting, mixed conifer and small seeded broadleaved planting, to enhance
biodiversity and benefit species including red squirrels.

Public access for health and wellbeing: create low-key public recreation
opportunities with new green space for people to walk in the woodland.

Benefits for the wider landscape: capture carbon, supporting net zero emissions
targets

2.3 Consultation purpose
The aims of the consultation were to:

e Provide the public and our stakeholders with sufficient information about
our proposals to allow them to give informed responses and suggestions.

e Understand the reasons for any issues or concerns about our proposals.
e Identify any issues we might not already be aware of.

e Provide adequate time for people to respond.
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e Consider all responses carefully ahead of making any changes to our
proposals.

2.4 Early engagement

In early April, we contacted Newton-on-the-Moor Parish Council and wrote to our
new immediate neighbours to let them know about our plans for the land we had
recently purchased. We also informed them that we would be sharing our
proposals as part of a consultation and inviting their feedback.

2.5 Who we consulted - public consultation

Our public consultation on the draft design proposals for the new woodland was
open to anyone who lived or worked in the local area or had an interest in our
proposals.

We focused our publicity on people living in the local area, as well as stakeholders
(officers and elected local ward members) from Northumberland County Council,
Newton-on-the-Moor and Swarland parish council, as well as wildlife interest
groups such as Northumberland Wildlife Trust and Northern Red Squirrels.

We also told the statutory stakeholders we consult with when creating a new
woodland, including Natural England.

The list of stakeholders we contacted is included in Appendix F.

2.6 Dates and duration

The consultation for the new woodland was open from Tuesday 2 June to midnight
on Tuesday 28 June 2026.

2.7 What we asked

The consultation survey included one open question inviting written feedback or
questions about our proposed plans for the new woodland at Newton Wood.

We also asked respondents to give their name and email address and, where
applicable, supply details of the organisation on whose behalf they were
responding.

The survey we published on the website, is included in Appendix C.

2.8 Methods of responding

Respondents to the consultation were invited to give their views by:

e Completing the questionnaire included on our consultation portal
at https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forest-districts/newtonwood
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Giving comments by email to Woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk

Leaving comments at the public consultation drop in event at Jubilee Hall,
Newton-on-the-Moor, Morpeth, NE65 9JY on Thursday 18 June from 4pm-
7pm.

Feedback received at the drop in event is summarised separately in section
3.6 of this report.

2.9 Consultation materials and publicity

2.9.1 Consultation materials

The consultation materials published on our website and available to view in
person at our consultation drop in event included:

An overview of Forestry England’s Woodland Creation Programme and tree
planting objectives.

A site appraisal, with photographs and maps to give context.

An overview of the surveys undertaken and our objectives and principles,
which have informed our design proposals for the new woodland.

An overview of different tree and shrub species included in the proposals.
Visuals of how the new woodland might look soon after planting and in the
future.

Information on how to respond to the consultation.

2.9.2 Consultation activity
We publicised the consultation in the following ways:

Media release: distributed to local news outlets.

Dedicated webpage: on the Forestry England website at:
https://www.forestryengland.uk/woodland-creation-newton-wood

Citizen space consultation
portal: https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forest-districts/newtonwood

Emails: to stakeholders

Leaflets: to addresses within 1km of the site boundary, including properties
in Newton-on-the-Moor

Posters: a poster publicising the consultation and drop in event was put up
in several locations near the site. Posters were also shared with the local
parish councils for inclusion on their noticeboards/websites and leaflets
were posted through letterboxes to promote the consultation.
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e Consultation drop-in event: Our drop in event at drop in event at Jubilee
Hall, on Thursday 18 June, displayed the information already published on
the website on large posters around the venue and Forestry England staff
were available for people to talk to about the proposals, answer questions
or queries, and listen to any concerns.

Those attending the event were also encouraged to leave immediate
feedback on the comments board and to respond to the consultation
formally via the online survey, by email, or by completing a hard copy of
the consultation questionnaire. We also asked attendees to leave their
contact details if they would like to be kept updated about the proposals.

2.9.3 Analysis of consultation responses

Consultation responses were analysed by assigning (or coding) the points made by
each respondent to one or more codes within a code frame. Codes were organised
by theme and separated into comments or suggestions, and concerns/negative
comments.

Each code reflects a point raised by 1 or more individuals in a variety of ways.
From this it was possible to count how many times the same or similar points had
been raised by respondents.

3.Consultation feedback

3.1 Consultation response overview

We received 35 individual responses during the consultation period. 30 responses
were from local residents, and five from stakeholder organisations. Whilst some
responses contained broadly positive supportive comments for the new woodland,
some raised concerns and others asked questions or raised comments that were
neutral in sentiment. The responses were categorised by sentiment and theme.

A full list of stakeholder organisations contacted is available to view in Appendix F.
The organisations that responded were:

Northumberland County Council - planning

Northumberland Wildlife Trust

Shilbottle Parish Council

Swarland and Newton Action on Climate

Natural England - Natural England submitted initial comments after the
consultation closed. Their feedback is therefore not reflected in the analysis
or graphs presented in this report. However the key points raised have been
considered and are addressed in Section 5 of this report.
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3.2 Consultation response by theme

The responses were categorised into themes and sub-categorised into concern,
question, or comment/suggestion:

Responses by theme

Dogs and the new woodland 27 [l

Impact of the new woodland 1

Overall supportive comment 21
Parking 4 [ ]

Paths and acces 9
Tree planting and species 11 3
Wwildlife 2
Woodland design [l

0 5 10 15 20 25

Comment, question, suggestion General positive W Concern or negative

3.3 Supportive/positive comments

We received 21 general overarching positive/supportive comments. These
included:

‘| think this is a jolly good idea’. ‘I totally support the initiative’. ‘Il am
particularly pleased to see that it will have public access’. ‘We strongly support
this proposed woodland creation scheme’. ‘I support this proposal’. ‘We need

more trees and areas for wildlife to live in peace’. ‘This is an exciting plan which
should greatly benefit the local community in Newton-on-the-Moor and Swarland in

years to come’.
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3.4 Concerns/negative comments
We received 7 negative comments/concerns.

Dogs and the new woodland

Parking

Woodland design

o

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5

B Concern or negative

Dogs and the new woodland (1)
Concern that dog owners would fail to pick up dog mess or keep dogs on the lead
near livestock

Parking (2)
Concerns about the lack of car parking and how this could lead to inappropriate
parking in the village

Tree planting and species (3)

Suggestion to move conifer planting away from the roadside to reduce potential
risks to wildlife on the road and concern that Northumberland already has a high
proportion of conifer woodland and greater emphasis should be placed on native
broadleaf species where appropriate. Concern about the use of tree guards, with
suggestion to avoid using them or use biodegradable non-plastic alternatives.

Woodland design (1)

Concern about proximity of the woodland entrance and tree planting to a nearby
property and the potential for anti-social behaviour.
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3.5 Questions, comments and suggestions

In addition to the 21 general positive comments (see section 3.3), we received a
further 29 comments, questions and suggestions

Dogs and the new woodland 2

Impact of the new woodland 1

Parking 4
Comment, question,
Paths and acces 9 suggestion
Tree planting and species 11
Wildlife 2

All feedback is included in the code frame in Appendix E.
Key comments within each theme included:

Dogs and the new woodland (2)
Pleased to see that the new woodland would be available for dog walking

Impact of the new woodland (1)
Would like more information about the long and short-term impacts of the new
woodland

Parking (4)
Suggestions to provide parking for a small number of cars, with a specific
suggestion to consider the provision of a layby

Paths and access (8)

Comments highlighted the importance of creating an accessible and well-
connected network of paths throughout the woodland. Suggestions included
providing well-drained, surfaced routes suitable for all users, improving the
condition of the existing bridleway within the site, and incorporating walking and
cycling paths. Several comments focused on maintaining and enhancing
connectivity, including retaining the existing bridleway, considering the diversion
of Bridleway 127/5 along the western boundary of the scheme, and exploring the
feasibility of a footbridge over the A1. There was also interest in providing
waymarked routes to help visitors navigate the woodland and enjoy the site safely.
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Tree planting and species (11)

Respondents raised a range of comments about woodland design, species selection
and habitat protection. Suggestions included a request to undertake a peat survey
before planting and to use locally native broadleaf buffers and corridors,
particularly alongside watercourses. There were differing views on the balance of
species, with some respondents concerned about the proposed level of conifer
planting given the existing prevalence of conifers in Northumberland, while
another suggested increasing the productive forestry element and sought
clarification on the proportion of woodland that would be managed for timber
production. Suggestions also included using a diverse mix of conifer species to
support red squirrels, locating tree planting away from existing properties to
reduce risks of storm damage, and providing more information on the proposed
species mix and planting design.

Wwildlife (2)

Suggestions included creating vegetation and tree corridors to link with nearby
woodland habitats (Swarland), and a suggestion to include a wildlife corridor or
green bridge across the A1 to enable the safe passage of wildlife helping to
connect habitats on either side of the carriageway.

The code frames summarising the comments received to the consultation are
included in Appendix E.

3.6 Feedback from the consultation drop in event

Around 25 people attended the drop-in event which displayed the information
already published on the consultation website on large posters around the venue.
Forestry England staff were on hand to talk about the proposals, answer questions
and listen to any concerns from those attending.

Attendees were also encouraged to leave immediate feedback on sticky notes on
the comments board. 15 sticky notes were posted on the board. Many of the
comments mirrored those also received from the formal consultation responses.
The comments are summarised below:

Community engagement and volunteering
e Scope for volunteer engagement for future management e.g. removing
tubes etc, grey squirrel control if needed?
o It would be good to keep the local community informed about progress.

General positive
e Very Nice!
o It can only be positive for the surrounding area
o Great display, clear explanations, good species variety and good mixes of
species for different goals
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o This seems to be an excellent development for the village and local area

Parking
o Lack of parking may be an issue for Newton residents - there are already
problems with parking in the village.

Tree planting and species
o A really good opportunity to plant productive conifers which will help to
support local processors/jobs/investment in the rural economy.
o Pleased to see more trees being planted.
e Good to see a mix of species, including broadleaf. Also appropriate species
along the Newton & Hampeth Burns.

Wildlife

e Good to see the result of the any wildlife/plant surveys

e Check for wildlife corridors between Swarland Wood and the proposed new
woodland

e VWildlife Potential green bridge over A1 to link new woodland to existing
wildlife rich areas?

e How can we work with Forestry England to connect wildlife corridors
and Swarland Wood?

e Would be good to try and ensure joined up corridors to other areas.

4. Summary of stakeholder responses

We received formal responses from the following stakeholders during the public
consultation period. The stakeholder feedback has been included in the analysis.

I
1. Northumberland Wildlife Trust
2. Shilbottle Parish Council
3. Swarland & Newton Action on Climate - Swarland and Newton Action
on Climate
4, Northumberland Planning consultation response
5. Natural England - Natural England submitted initial comments after

the consultation closed. Their feedback is therefore not reflected in
the analysis or graphs presented in this report. However the key
points raised have been considered and are addressed in Section 5.

Any additional feedback received from Natural England before

submission of the EIA screening application will be incorporated into
the final proposal and supporting documentation.
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1. Northumberland Wildlife Trust
Confirmed that they were not aware of any notable species or habitats that
would be adversely affected by the proposals but highlighted several
opportunities to enhance biodiversity within the scheme.

Key suggestions included:

e Creating locally native broadleaf corridors, particularly along
watercourses, and using native broadleaf or other non-invasive species as
buffers to reduce the spread of Sitka spruce into adjacent habitats.

e Design broadleaf planting areas with soft, non-uniform edges to
maximise wildlife benefits.

e Use biodegradable tree guards or have a clear programme for their
removal and recycling.

e Incorporate a diverse mix of conifer species to provide a more
continuous food source for red squirrels.

e Undertake a peat survey before planting plans are finalised where there
is potential for peatland habitat.

2. Shilbottle Parish Council
General supportive statement - describes proposal as a welcomed improvement
to the local environment and a valuable addition to the area’s biodiversity and
local community.

3. Swarland & Newton Action on Climate

o Swarland and Newton Action on Climate are supportive of the proposal,
describing it as an exciting project with the potential to deliver
significant benefits for the local community.

o They welcomed the low-key approach focused on local recreational use,
particularly for walkers, but cautioned that even modest visitor numbers
could exacerbate existing parking pressures in Newton on the Moor,
especially during the summer months.

e The respondent also highlighted the importance of the woodland for red
squirrel conservation and encouraged collaboration with neighbouring
landowners to improve habitat connectivity, including through hedgerow
creation and the establishment of tree and vegetation corridors linking
to nearby woodlands such as Swarland Wood, helping to create a more
sustainable landscape for red squirrels.

4. Northumberland planning
Confirmed no planning objections to the proposed woodland.

5. Natural England
Initial feedback from Natural England included the following points:
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e Screening does not raise any major concerns so do not anticipate any
significant issues.

e Ground preparation methods will need to minimise the risk of soil loss to
the burns bordering the site to ensure water quality downstream is not
impacted.

e There is a small water course evident running through the site from
north to south which should have riparian planting.

5. Our responses to issues raised

We have considered all the feedback we received to the consultation, and our
responses to the key issues raised are set out on the following pages.

We have grouped the issues into broad themes for a more readily understood
overview of the issues. Many respondents made positive comments about the
proposals, all of which have been noted. For conciseness, these have not all been
included.

After carefully considering the responses, further design work, and in response to
consultation feedback, we have updated our proposed designs for the new
woodland to include the following changes:

e We have reviewed the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and have sought to
further align our woodland design with its objectives. As part of this, we have
added two scrapes (a shallow wetland feature created by excavating a small
depression in the ground so that it holds water either permanently or seasonally) -
one in an area to the north and the other to the south. These are indicated on the
updated design plan.

e In response to initial feedback from Natural England, we have replaced the
proposed conifer planting with a strip of broadleaf planting on both sides of
the watercourse.

e In response to concerns about planting close to a neighbouring property, we

have amended the woodland design so that the start of the planting is
further away from the property boundary and associated outbuilding.
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1.Consultation and community

What scope is there for volunteer engagement for future

management e.g. removing tubes etc, grey squirrel control if needed?
Forestry England works with many ‘friends of' societies and community groups
that help manage our woodlands. We have limited capacity to support long
term volunteering opportunities on the site; however, we hope to host a
community planting day as we create the new woodland for local people to join
in creating this special place.

Please keep the local community informed about progress.
As our plans for the new woodland progress, we will update our website
https://www.forestryengland.uk/woodland-creation-newton-wood

2.Dogs and the new woodland

Concern that dog owners would fail to pick up dog mess or keep dogs on the
lead near livestock

Visitors will be welcome to walk their dogs in the new woodland and all dog
owners must be responsible and keep their pets under control in all the forests
and woodlands we care for, following signs and our Forest Dog Code. We have
no plans to include dog waste bins and owners are asked to always pick up after
their dog, bag it and take it home with them.

3.Impact of the new woodland

Provide more information on the short and long-term environmental and
visual impact of the new woodland

The creation of the new woodland at Newton Moor will bring both short-term
and long-term benefits. In the short term, there will be a temporary period of
activity as the site is prepared and trees are planted, with some localised
disturbance from machinery and planting operations as the land transitions
from agricultural use to woodland. These effects are expected to be
temporary, and the project will begin delivering benefits from the outset
through the creation of new habitats, increased tree cover and carbon capture.

The first five years of woodland management are particularly important, as this
is when young trees become established. During this period, our management
will focus on controlling competing vegetation, replacing trees that fail, and
maintaining tree guards and fencing. These measures will help improve tree
survival rates and support the successful establishment of the woodland.

In the long term, the woodland is expected to deliver significant benefits for
biodiversity, climate resilience and the local community by creating new
wildlife habitats, strengthening connections between existing habitats, storing
carbon, improving soil health and water management, and increasing resilience
to climate change. Importantly, the woodland will also provide a sustainable
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source of timber and opportunities for people to access and enjoy nature,
supporting health and wellbeing while helping to create a more diverse,
resilient and sustainable landscape in line with the UK Forestry Standard.

4.Parking

Concerns about the lack of parking provision and the potential impact this
could have on parking in the village, especially during the summer months.
Consider providing parking for a small number of cars, with a specific
suggestion to consider the provision of a layby and parking signage.

While the new woodland will be open for the public to enjoy, our funding for
this project does not extend to the creation of new car parking, visitor or other
recreational facilities. We therefore do not anticipate a significant increase in
visitors by car and expect that most visitors to the new woodland will do so on
foot via the existing public rights of way, paths and grass rides.

For those visitors that would like to visit a woodland by car Swarland Wood is
approximately 2km drive away and provides parking at the nearby Swarland
Village Hall, horse-riding and walking trails. If inconsiderate parking does
become an issue, we will consider signs in appropriate locations to discourage
this.

5.Footpaths and access

Suggestions for improved access through and around the new woodland,
including enhancements to bridleway 127/5, provision of accessible
surfaced and waymarked routes for walkers, cyclists and horse riders, and
investigation of a potential footbridge over the A1?

All existing bridleways and footpaths on the site will remain in place. We
understand how important accessible paths, horse-riding and cycling is for some
members of the community in this part of Northumberland and we have
thought carefully about what provision we might be able to offer at Newton
Wood. Our funding for the new woodland comes from the Defra Trees
Programme, which does not cover the cost of additional horse-riding or cycling
infrastructure such as bridle gates or the creation of new surfaced trails. As a
result, we’re unable to provide additional facilities at this location. We do
offer cycling and horse-riding routes at other Forestry England woodlands
where funding allows. One example is nearby Swarland Wood. You can find out
more here: https://www.forestryengland.uk/swarland-wood.

6.Tree planting and species

Avoid the use of tree guards or use biodegradable non-plastic alternatives,
where unable to do so have a programme in place for their removal and
recycling
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We will use tree guards at Newton Wood where we need to, to protect young
saplings that are extremely vulnerable to damage from deer and other wildlife.
Wherever possible, we have used fencing instead so that only small areas
require tree guards. Where we need to use tree guards, they will always be
made from recyclable plastic and these will be removed and recycled after the
trees become fully established. Tree guards need to protect trees from
damage caused by browsing animals and support successful establishment. We
continue to monitor developments in biodegradable alternatives.

Undertake a peat survey before planting to protect peatland habitats

A review of the site has confirmed there is no evidence of peat within the
proposed woodland site. As a result, there is no requirement to undertake a
peat survey, as this would not provide any additional information relevant to
the site or the proposed works.

Ensure sufficient distance from existing properties to guard against storm
windfalls/impact on view

A planting buffer between the woodland boundary and nearby properties has
been included in the proposals to include tree and shrub planting along site
boundaries to create a gradual transition, while ensuring sufficient separation
distances are retained between new trees and neighbouring properties.

Provide more information about the types of trees you plan to plant

Our professional foresters carefully choose which trees to plant and where to
plant them. They understand the local soils, how quickly the trees will grow,
and the important habitats, species, and geographical features nearby. They
also consider tree pests and diseases and future climate conditions to ensure
our new woods are as healthy as possible. Creating diverse, resilient woods is
important for timber, biodiversity and capturing carbon. At Newton Wood, tree
species include Norway spruce, Aspen, Douglas fir, field maple, grey alder, small
leaved lime, downy birch, eared willow, hornbeam, crab apple, bird cherry and
Macedonian pine.

Design broadleaf planting areas with soft, non-uniform edges to maximise
wildlife benefits

The proposed woodland has been designed with softened, natural edges
creating a gradual transition between the woodland and surrounding habitats.
Woodland edges will include a mix of native shrubs, scrub and lower-density
tree planting, providing valuable habitat for wildlife and enhancing the
appearance of the woodland within the landscape.

What percentage of the woodland will be managed to provide coniferous timber -
opportunity to push productive element much higher

Conifers will make up around 50% of the new woodland planting however the
broadleaf mixes will also be managed to produce timber.
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Northumberland already has too many conifers

Conifers are included in the woodland planting because they play an important
role in creating resilient, productive and sustainable woodlands. Different tree
species provide different benefits, and a mixed woodland can support
biodiversity, sequester carbon and produce timber more effectively than
relying on a single type of tree. Forestry Commission and Natural England
guidance supports the use of a range of tree species in woodland creation,
including both broadleaved and conifer species, where they are appropriate to
the site and the objectives of the woodland. Well-desighed woodlands often
include a mix of species to deliver benefits for biodiversity, climate resilience,
carbon storage and sustainable timber production.

Use buffers of locally native broadleaf or non-invasive species to reduce the spread
of Sitka across adjacent habitats Hannah

Sitka spruce will make up only a small proportion of the overall planting
scheme and will be planted in just one compartment. Within this area, it will
be mixed with Douglas fir and aspen rather than planted on its own. Shrub
species will also be planted around the outer edges of the compartment to
create a more diverse woodland structure and help blend it into the
surrounding landscape.

Where planting commercial conifer, include a diverse mix of species that provide a
continuous food source for red squirrel.

We have carefully considered species mix to support red squirrels. The conifer
mix includes coastal redwood, Douglas fir, grand fir, Macedonian pine, Norway
spruce, sitka spruce and western red cedar. In addition we have included a
range of small seeded broadleaf trees to increase resilience of the woodland
without providing a food source for grey squirrels. These include aspen,
hornbeam, small leaved lime, downy birch and grey alder as well as a number
of shrubby species.

Ground preparation methods will need to minimise the risk of soil loss to the
burns bordering the site to ensure water quality downstream is not
impacted.

Ground preparation will be kept to a minimum to reduce the risk of soil
entering the burns that border the site. A shallow ripper will be used to relieve
soil compaction, avoiding more intensive cultivation methods and helping to
protect water quality downstream.

There is a small water course evident running through the site from north to
south which should have riparian planting.

In response to initial feedback from Natural England, we have replaced the proposed
conifer planting with a strip of broadleaf planting either side of the watercourse.
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7.Wildlife

Request to see the result of the any wildlife/plant surveys

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) found that the site is made up of
several grassland fields, most of which were being grazed by sheep at the time
of the survey. The fields in the north are more agriculturally improved,
including a recently sown field in the centre of the site. The fields in the south
support more species-rich neutral grassland and are divided by a wet ditch or
small watercourse that feeds into the Newton Burn.

Field boundaries are mainly formed by native hedgerows of varying heights,
with occasional mature trees. As these hedgerows contain native species, they
are considered Habitats of Principal Importance. The improved grassland areas
are considered to be of low ecological value, while the neutral grassland,
hedgerows and mature trees are of local ecological value.

The appraisal concluded that woodland creation would be suitable across most
of the site, particularly on the improved grassland areas. The river corridors
associated with the Newton Burn along the southern boundary and the Hampeth
Burn along the northern boundary are lined with trees and support several
ancient woodland indicator species. These habitats lie along the site boundaries
and will not be directly affected by the proposal.

The site provides habitat for a range of locally important wildlife, including
bats, birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals. The PEA notes that woodland
creation has the potential to enhance biodiversity over the long term by
increasing nesting, shelter and foraging opportunities for birds, and by creating
additional habitat for mammals and amphibians.

Suggestions to support and enhance wildlife connectivity and corridors
between Swarland Wood and the proposed new woodland, and suggestion
for wildlife corridor/green bridge for safe wildlife access across the A1

The design has been reviewed to improve habitat connectivity across the wider
landscape. The two watercourse corridors will provide important wildlife links
through the site, supporting species movement and strengthening ecological
networks beyond the woodland itself. While there is private land between the
Newton Wood site and Swarland Wood, the proposals contribute to wider habitat
connectivity within the area.

We have also reviewed the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) and sought
to align the design with its objectives. As part of this, scrapes have been
incorporated into the scheme to increase habitat diversity and provide
additional benefits for wildlife.
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Work with neighbouring landowners to improve the habitat for red squirrel
conservation - including through hedgerow creation and the establishment
of tree and vegetation corridors

We will work to strengthen forest connectivity by retaining existing hedgerows
and other habitat features wherever possible. Along the north-western
boundary, we will explore opportunities for compensatory hedgerow planting to
create and enhance wildlife corridors between woodland areas. These
measures will support a range of species, including red squirrels, by improving
habitat connectivity and facilitating movement across the wider landscape.
Woodland design.

Neighbour concern about proximity of to property boundary
We have met to discuss concerns and made changes to the buffer between the
woodland and the property boundary.
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Appendix A: Our response to key themes from early engagement

Newton Wood - a new woodland near Newton-on-the-Moor, Northumberland - our response to key themes raised when creating a
new woodland

Access to the new woodland

Newton Wood will be a productive woodland, growing and supplying timber for decades to come. At the same time, it will support
wildlife, store carbon and become a quiet green space for local people to enjoy. Once established, it will be dedicated under the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act, allowing people to explore the site.

The new woodland will be easy to reach from Newton-on-the-Moor and nearby areas using the existing bridleway that runs through
the site, along with the pedestrian entrances shown on the site plan. Once there, these routes, together with new grass paths, will
give access for managing the woodland and for people to explore the area. We have no plans to add surfaced trails, cycling routes
or additional facilities for horse riding.

Dogs will be welcome, but the woodland will not be fully fenced and we do not plan to install dog waste bins. We expect all dog
owners to act responsibly and keep their pets in sight and close by at all times in the new woodland, following our Forest Dog
Code1.

Parking and traffic

We are designing the new woodland as a quiet space to enjoy nature and wildlife. It will be easy to reach using existing paths,
tracks and lanes and we’re not planning any visitor facilities. We expect most people will visit on foot, so have no plans to include
public parking. This will help keep local roads free from extra traffic.

Our forestry vehicles need to access the new woodland from the road so they can manage and maintain the site. We plan to use

the existing entrance into the woodland off the C106 road, supported by a new forest track. We will include barriers at this
entrance to help prevent unauthorised vehicles and antisocial behaviour.
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When harvesting eventually begins, transport routes for the sustainably managed timber will be agreed with the local highways
authority as required.

Wildlife, landscape and views
We have done surveys to tell us more about the plants, wildlife and soil conditions at Newton Wood. These surveys, along with a
landscape and visual appraisal, have guided our draft designs.

The new mixed woodland will enrich the landscape by creating more habitats for wildlife, including insects, birds and mammals,
including red squirrels. Red squirrels will benefit from more joined-up woodland habitats within the wider landscape, helping to
strengthen local populations. Woodland, scrub and trees will also improve the wider landscape by storing carbon, reducing flood
risk, improving air quality and helping keep the local climate more stable.

We plan to plant wet woodland species, such as willow and alder, along the burn corridors to improve existing habitats and
support species like the willow warbler, which has been recorded locally.

We have designed the woodland to take account of views from properties that overlook the site, nearby homes and public paths.
Along the west and south edges, we will plant smaller broadleaved trees and shrubs, with larger broadleaf and conifer trees set
further back. To the north, we have included open space and mixed planting along the bridleway to create a softer edge and a
gradual change into the woodland.

While our planting will keep some views open, we need to balance the desire for open space and visual connectivity with the
creation of a new productive woodland.

The trees we will plant

We are using years of experience and the latest scientific evidence to choose the right trees to plant in the new woodland. Our
surveys help us to choose the trees most suitable for the site now and as the climate changes. Our professional foresters carefully
choose what trees to plant and where to plant them. They understand the local soil, how quickly the trees will grow, and the
important habitats, species and geographical features nearby. We also consider tree pests and diseases and future climate
conditions to keep woods as healthy as possible.
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The species will be a mix of broadleaf and conifer, often planted together in mixtures, with groups of shrub species along edges to
increase the variety and provide seasonal colour and texture. Species have been chosen to produce a future source of sustainable
timber. This supply of homegrown wood products will support the wider British timber and forestry industry, helping to reduce the
demand for imports from other countries.

Species at Newton Wood might include Douglas fir, small leaved lime, grey alder, wild cherry, field maple, Norway spruce and
western red cedar, among others.

Establishing and managing the new woodland

We aim to plant the new woodland in winter 26/27. Maintenance is especially important in the first five years to help the
woodland thrive in the long term. The woodland will be managed by the Forestry England team and our contractors. Longer term,
Forestry England will develop a Forest Plan to make sure that future timber production is sustainable.

Newton Wood will be a productive woodland once the trees have grown to a suitable height. As part of our ongoing management,
we will begin to remove some of the trees after about 20-25 years to provide a sustainable supply of timber and help the woodland
to continue to grow healthily for many years to come. When done responsibly, tree felling can be good for the health of forests, as
well as providing other benefits such as helping to tackle climate change.

Community Involvement

Forestry England works with many ‘friends of’ societies and community groups that help manage our woodlands. Whilst we have
limited resource to support long term volunteering opportunities on the site, we will monitor use and interest at our new
woodland sites in the area as part of our wider engagement plans across the district.

Protecting the new woodland from deer

The UK is home to six species of deer. As their natural predators (bears, lynx and wolves) are no longer present in the UK, our
wildlife management team have to manage the deer populations. Without predators or management, deer populations become
unnaturally large, and their browsing can damage or kill young trees and wildlife habitats, reducing the resilience of the new
woodland to the effects of climate change and lowering the carbon captured from the atmosphere.
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We will use deer fencing to protect larger blocks of new planting and tree tubes in smaller areas. Rabbit and deer fencing will
protect young trees from browsing, while tree tubes will safeguard smaller, widely spaced areas. After the woodland has become
established, deer fencing and tree tubes will be removed and recycled where possible. This usually happens after approximately
10 years.

Forestry England is part of the Deer Initiative2, a partnership that promotes sustainable deer management in England and Wales.
Our highly skilled wildlife management team will safely and humanely control deer populations in our woodlands, working to the
highest standards. More information about how Forestry England manage deer can be found on our website3.

Why are you planting agricultural land?

We understand concerns around food security, and we want to keep the best-quality land in agricultural production. This is why
we do not create woodlands on the most productive land (grades 1 & 2). The land at Newton Wood has been found to be grade 3
and is not considered to be of high agricultural quality.

Forestry England’s role is to manage and expand the nation’s forests to ensure they are healthy and sustainable and benefit
wildlife, people, and the economy. The new woodland will capture carbon, connect existing woodland habitats for wildlife to
move between, and provide a sustainable source of timber, which is crucial for the UK’s green economy.

References:
1 https://www.forestryengland.uk/dog-code

2 http://www.thedeerinitiative.co.uk/

3 https://www.forestryengland.uk/article/managing-deer-the-nations-forests
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Appendix B: Consultation information -

https / /consult.forestryengland. uk/forest dlstr1cts/hagworthmghamw/

'Growivi';g the
nation’s forests

Newton Wood - a proposed new
woodland near Newton-on-the- Moor

Forestry England are planting new woodlands
to expand the nation’s Forests

Thay will be valuable places for wiidlife, often linking
other woods to provide green comoors for wisglfa
to mone and thrive across the landscape

We are planning new woodland near Newton-on-the-Moor
In Northumberiand. We would like your comments on our
nitial ideas, Your input will he'p shape our final designs,

In time, each new woodland wii! provide sustainable timber,
contributing to a green aconomy and they'll have wider

and flourish, carefully planting a mix of tree species environmental benefits inciuding absorbing carbon, Improving
to Se resilient in our changing climate soll heatth and air quality, and water management

Every new woodland wi¥ have public access so you can explore Forestry Engand Is creating this new woodland Scan the QR code
and enjoy them to support your health and welloeing thraugh the government’s Trees Programme
" .
to find out more:

forestryengland.uk

Working with public and private landowners, we're
choosing the right places for woodlands to grow
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Site location & landscape context

The proposed new woodland near Newton-on-the-Maoor is within Natural England's National Character
Area (NCA) 12 Mid Northumberland. The Mid Northumberiand NCA Is an intermediate plateau of
gently undulating farmland which forms a wansitional area between the Northumberiand Sandstone
Hills to the west and the lowe lying coastal plain to the east, A series of ridges and enclosed river valleys
In the northern part of the area open out into 3 broader, flatter landscape in the south, Hadrlan's

Wall World Heritage Site forms the southem border to the National Character Area. Woodland cover

is variable, with the well-weoded valleys of the rivers Font, Wansbeck and Coquet containing semi
natural and ancient woodland, mixed woodlands and parklands within the country estates, and small
conferous hlocks and belts of trees on the more open farmland to the south. The candfer hlocks
support populations of red squirrel, (Natural England, 2013)

The proposed new woodiand is approxemately Skm from and Forestry England manages at
Edlingham Weods, and 3km from Swarland Wood.
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The existing site

The site comprises a series of fields enclosed by hedgerows and field
boundaries, and includes areas of existing woodland associated with recent
planting schemes, The site lies within a gently undulatng landscape, with
land levels varying gradually across the site, Hampeth Burn and Newton
Burn run along the north-eastern and southern boundaries, and, together
with smaller watercourses within the site, provide important natural features
which contribute 10 the local landscape character, A bridieway runs through
the northern part of the site, Views of the site are experienced from nearty
pubic rights of way, residentlal properties on the northern edge of Newton-
on-the-Maar and individual peoperties in close proximity to the site,

11 View sosthaards, 1owvarcs tecert tree planting and Newton-om-the-tMone. 22 View southmscds, wah
DR OR vy Talbrg Jom oo Noaton Buis 3 Wiew South 0er 1 walir oo e eaing € Newedn Bum
£ View SsTacrils fonmes The e bovary. 5 View k! ontr Hampeth B aod [owands The AL
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How Newton Wood could look

We are designing e new woodland 1o benefit
people, wikilife and the wider andscape (natural
capital approach). Our gesign meets the UK
Forestry Standard, which taes into account the
following elements (Forestry Commisséan, 2021);

Detalled deskiop surveys, sike surveys
ang analysis wil inform our design
This ncludes

- Local environment record raview
- Pretminary acological appralsal
- Historic environment records review
- Langscape and visual appraisal
- 50ll mapping
- Ecological sae classificaton
Utilities searches

Objectives for the new woodland

. Future forest resources and resillence:
39{1’ planit a mix of trees for a lasting supply of
sustainable tinber

g’ Thriving habitats for wildlife: creote o mosasc

* of habitats, induding areas of low density
planting, mixed conifer and small seeded
broadioaved planting, to enhance biodiversity
and benefit species including red squimreds.

o Public access for health and wellbelng:
O ©create kow-key publi recreation opportuniies
" whnew green space for pecple to walk in the
waodiand

(i,‘) Benefits for the wider landscape: capture
—/  carbon, supporting net zero emissions targets.
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How the new woodland
could look

Our initial designs include proposals to:

+Plant coniferous and + Croate wildble corridors by
broadeaved trees together, with leaving open space next to
shrub species along some edges. hedgerows and power lines, and
This will add variety, colour and adding some shrub planting
texture in the landscape, at the edges &f weadland for
wildlife to thrive, How it could look
* Create grass routes for S years after planting
waodland management and for < Include & mix of open space, -
public access, which will connect native shirubs and trees at low
to the existing putéc brdieway, gensity to keep some open
leading o the wider landacape views from nearby properties.

This will also make the area look
Interesting throughaut the year

How it could look
in 25 years
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Forestry England

:

Your views are important to us, let us
know what you think about proposals
for Newton Wood
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Forestry England

Newton Wood - a new woodland near Newton-on-the-Moor, Northumberland - our response
to key themes raised when creating a new woodland

Access to the new woodland

Newton wood wil be & profucve weodand, growing and sapalyng timber for decades

RO LOME. AL TTve sému Cirm, I el Sop@Ort Wl He, (LU LarBoo and batdein & quiit green
wpace For lodal peaple tn ooy, Dare sxtalriabes, 2 will be Sedzates arder the Ccuntryvde
ad Rights of Way Act, ¥lowhg pecpie Lo explore the site

The new mecdand mf Be say to reech Frium Newtuncndhe- Mace and sty creas iisg
the mcsling hrichewny that nire theoagh the sbe, 2iong with the padmbrian ertrences show
on the dhie pran. Onoe thare, Ehess rowtes, together with nes grass paths, will ghve access
For anag g the wosdand and For pRogie B8 Pl M 310a W hirw 0o slari o odd
Surfacnd Crmts, cpeiing romten or acclioe ol faci b fry o 1itdng

Do w e weloonme, et thie woadiand well rot be fully fenced and we donoc plan to atall
dog wirile bt We expect 21 S0g omrers Lo o2 ragorsdly end seep ther pets in VgL and
cloaw by ot ol tirven in thve new wosdiend followng syr Forest Dog Code!

. .
Parking and traffic

We are dezgeing the row woodland a2 3 QUL 52900 10 eydy Palure 200 wid fe, it wil

B gucy To Meach iing evBDng Pabs Cracks atd LS 302 We'Te et paniiig iy vstor
FackRios. W et mav: pecple wll vnk on foct, vo besw no plaes te include gublic packing
THs wehi b sen Jocal reads free from extrs traffic

O Foronlry wwhiches neod Lo stonss Ui e woodiud Frem the roud so Uhey Con mans
o rraktdaby the wle. W plan Lo uve e eale ng entraece nto B woodleng aff thy
road, Soppotted by 2 mew fores: Crack. W will Inciade Barriers ol ths entrance Lo help
Provee uauthoreed wkdes s Jntack 2eramiout

Whan harweslting sagrt sl ly beg s, tramport rostes for the sistanatly managed tarder wil
e agread with the locrl highways authority as requined

wildlife, landscape and views

W0 DA GO0 SUTVEYS COLOU LS Mo e Jhouk the plnis, Wik e 20 S04 CONCTIons 3L Newton
Woad. These survwy, siong with & wcheaps ard viwial spranal, sve goced oo dreft
desizm.

th e reinad woocdkand wil o Ui banducipe Sy areating maes halstats for wledis,
including mescts, Sirrh ana maremals, nducing red sgarels Bedd squrrels wol! berefis Froey
mere [ned-up woodland hatitas within the wicer Lindscage, helping to stresgehen ool
posuaciars. wWoodhand, sorsh and crees witl s imprawe the wider Lindstage by Rorng
carbon, redaong Nood ik, irpeoe ng AT qubity and helping seep the Lol dimitle oy
stabln

e 24an Lo plael wet waodland species, S0 i wWilow ard dder, dlong the buen comidans
Lo Mriowe snhiling Seliats a5 voppuirt spmsion Ubs Lw willow wirtsler, which Nes baen
recordec ooally.

We have designed e wooland To tobe account of wews from prooevties Dt oserdosh the
sk, rmatbry hoorwns enc puble sethe. Slong the wint and soath edges, we wil sant sl
brosdieawsd trees sed saubn, withlaeer broadeaf and confer trees sed Frther sack. To
the noith, we have duded open spoce anvd mbtoed plankhg 1icng the Drickeway to creste 2
SoPLer 0dge st 3 4radal Dange w0 e meodind

Wilie our planting wil keep some views soen, we need (o batance the deyre for spen space
and wual connectivity with tho oot 00 of 3 2w 2roductive woodland

The trees we will plant

W ae prirs of oo and The Lol sCenOlic CAdenoe 1o ook The NI Trees
1o plant 15 the neer woodling, Our vureryy help on o chocse the trees ot vettable for the
ske now 3nd a5 the chmate dhanges, O peodessional foresters carefully choose Wk rees
10 phare and aihene & plant e n. They understand the Wocal sol Sow Quckly e trecs will
Qrow, ind the mpertant hatitats, soecimn and guogr iph el features nmarky. W alss caraifer
tree pests and cisepses sed future dimete cond binns bo ceep woads 19 healthy 35 poasthis

Thi soechen will e d rrin of 2roudind! ard Coeifer, alten planted Logethe i Nodures, wilh
Groves of SUb sdecion A 0ng edges (0 ineraase Lhw Variely and (e trade leany, coleut
midiedure, Species hive bren thosen to prodace 3 future soarce of suitaingsie timber
This supply o hommprowti wood crodacts will SLa0ont th wider BIkish timder and fosestry
Industiy, Befpng T 10dude e derrang for inports from other Ccomtnies

Soeches at Nevton Wood meghe include Doug as bx, sl leaved Liove, grey sloer. wid chemy
iedd make, Norway Spuce a0d weskern red cedar, 2mang athers

Establishing and managing the new woodland
Wa arn o pantt the new woediasd & winter 28727, Mantwsece n mapacal ly mpartent

i the first free pears to be o the wmoctand thrve (s the long term. The woodlard wil be
maneged by the Forestry Engand ceam ond our Conklactens, Longer term Forestry England
il develonp  Fowesd Plan ve sabo vere 1hat Tuture linber (redection s Lstanitie

Hewnon wood witl be a peoductive meocland once the trees huse groen (o a itstie beght
As part of S orgoing manageiert. we will begin 1o remrowe some of the tress of ter about
2025 yoaes Lo provide 3 sustanable wpply of Tinder 300 M U eaOdand Lo conlinue to
o Sagthily for many peens be come. 'when done resgers Sty tree Fetlng o be good for
he hearch of foresta o wel a3 provicing other bene®tcs sech 33 holpieg to tackie chmate
haege

Community Involvement
Foresksy £ngland wocks wich many Teeds of S0C00ES 300 LOMMuUnity CrouRs DN g

manege our woodandt. Whiht we hve brvited rmounoe te wppert loag teere veluntesring
apporiusiiles oo the phe, we Wil mankor g and nterest at cur new woodiand whes b the
e a5 Pt of ul wider engagement plans acrows the dikirks
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Protecting the new woodland from deer

The UK & home (o Sx speckes of deer A5 thek natural predatons (2ears, o and wolves)
100 0NN POtart (0 the U, S0r wilile e sge (ranl Loa m Rave 10 manage the Seer
populrboms Without prediton or management, deer posuatom Secame ot sraly
Laron, a0t L browvsng cen dumege o W poung trees and widiife faliiats, retvong the
reubence of the pew wWotdae d Lo the e™olts o Cimate change and Lowesivg the cxtan
rapered from the smosghene

o will uze deer Fenchig ro Drotecx Wrger todks of new planiing sad tree (udes 0 smaliae
areas Fabbet and deat fendeg will proted young Lrees Fom browss g while troe tulies wil
g e e, WAdely spacnd Wi, AfEY the wood lrd has becorre mtasiihed, dimt
fecing and e tebes wil be rermowed and recycied where possitie. This isusity hapgers
fter approsimatety 10 yoas

Formbry Bagiewd b pert of iy Dewr indtiabive’, & portnenbi that promcbes saslanativ deer
meragament i England 3nd Wales Our highty shified wilde masegemene taar wit safely

203 humanely conk10] Seer popelabions in our woodiands; worong 20 the highe vt standarnds
Motw nformetion sbeut how Serestly Ligaod manage deer can be fourd on 0w webute'

. .
Why are you planting agricultural land?

We urdertand contems argund food seamity, 20S we wark 1o keep the bestquakty land Is
AR AN production. This 15 wiy we 30 7ot Teate woodian Us on the Mest Droduc e land
Ioradhes 18 20 0w bare! it Nawrton Wosd has buen found 1o be grade ¥ and is nat comideled
10 be ef Ngh dgricaltivsl gasl &y

Forestry Engand § roke 15 10 MIRSge ad @epand the 2a0ie's Forests 1o ensure they are
Sty ared uncansbin and Seaefil wcldife, peotie, md the sccnomy. The rew meozland
Wil capbure Corsan, connect exiting woodaed hadaats far wikife 1o move betweern, st
provide 3 suaaiveble source of CmBer. which & aruckl For D UK'S gresn econamy

References
1 2L wws forestryongiand uhidag cote
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Forestry England

Your views are important to us - let us know what you think

Responding to this consultation
We encourage you to submit your response online. You
can view our plans and submit your views by completing

the online feedback form at:
* https://bit.ly/newtonwood

« |f you are unable to do this, you can respond via emall
at woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk

All views should be received by 11:59pm on Sunday 28th
June 2026.

What's next ?

« Review of consultation feedback

« Further design work to refine our proposals

+ Application to the Forestry Commission for
permission to ¢reate the new woodland

* Planting (Winter 2026/27)
Scan the QR code 13
to find out more: g

forestryengland.uk i'f"\'
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#4 Come along to our public
4 consultation event
2% Thursday 18 June 4:00pm - 7:00pm

53t
‘44 Jubilee Hall, Newton-on-the-Moor,

Wl Morpeth, NE65 9JY
. MS Forestry England is planning to create a new woodland called
. Newton Wood near Newton-on-the-Moor, Northumberland.

58 Please drop-in at our local consultation event to view our proposed
..M designs and speak to members of our team. You can also share
your views with us online by scanning the QR code or visiting

https: //bit.ly/newtonwood

You can also contact us at:
woodland.creation®forestryengland. uk

forestryengland.uk
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Appendix C:

Consultation questionnaire

m Forestry England

A proposed new woodland near
Newton-on-the-Moor

Overview

Forestry England would like to share with you our proposed plans for the new woodland
near Newton-on-the-Moor.

Why your views matter

Your feedback, as well as site surveys, will help shape the design proposal for how the new
woodland could look, Forestry England value your comments and feedback, and welcome
you to our consultation event.

Introduction

Thank you for taking part in this consultation on the design proposals for a new woodland
near Newton-on-the-Moor.

You can submit information without completing the name and email details, but if you
choose to do so they will be held by Forestry England as per our privacy policy Privacy
Policy | Forestry England (https://www.forestryengland.uk/privacy)

1. What is your name?

2. What is your address?

3. What is your postcode?

4. Are you responding as:
A local resident
A local business
A elected official
Other stakeholder: Please name below
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5. If you're responding on behalf of an organisation, what is the name of your
organisation?

6, What is your e-mail address?

7. Would you like to be notified about future consultation on these new woodland
proposals?

Yes (please make sure you have provided your e-mail address above)

No

Feedback

8. Please use this space to add feedback or questions on the proposed plans
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Appendix D: Letters/emails
Leaflets sent to neighbouring properties

New woodland near Newton-on-the-Moor

Share your views in our public consultation

We're planning to create a new woodland near Newton-on-the-
Moor, and we’d love to hear your views. Newton Wood will
support wildlife, store carbon, produce sustainable timber, and
become a new green space for local people to enjoy. We’ve been
bUSJ carrying out local surveys to understand the soil, wildlife,
and mix of trees we can plant, and now we’d really love to hear
what you think.

Read about our plans and have your say by midnight on Sunday 28 o-sided!
June by scanning the QR code, or by visiting Y 0P
https://bit.ly/newtonwood \

Community consultation event

Find out more about our plans to create a new
woodland at our community drop-in event

Join us on Thursday 18 June from 4pm to 7pm at Jubitee Hall in Newton-
on-the-Moor to find out more about our plans to create a new woodland

near you. You'll be able to speak to members of our team and ask any
questions you have.

@ Address: Jubilee Hall, Newton-on-the-Woor, Morpeth, NE6S 9JY
® Time: Drop in any time batween 4pm to 7pm

Read about our plans and have your say by midnight on Sunday 28 June
by scanning the QR code, or by visiting https://bit.ly/newtonwood

38 Newton Wood - consultation report and our response to key issues raised -July 2026



Example of emails sent to stakeholders:

From: Woodland Creation <woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk>

To:

Subject: Newton Wood - public consultation on proposals for a new woodland near Newton-on-the-
Moor

We are writing to let you know that we have launched a public consultation for Newton Wood, a
new woodland we are planning to create near Newton-on-the-Moor, Morpeth in

Northumberland. We’re inviting comments on our draft design proposals for the new woodland -
these can be viewed and commented upon by following this link:
https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forest-districts/newtonwood/

The consultation is open from today until midnight on Sunday 28 June.

While we continue with our detailed planning for Newton Wood, we are inviting views on

our initial designs. This new woodland is one of many we're creating across the UK to grow the
nation's forests. It will become a valuable habitat for wildlife and an important carbon store. In
time, it will also provide a source of sustainable timber and become a new green space for people
to explore and enjoy.

Public drop-in event

As part of the consultation, we will also be holding a drop-in event where visitors can view our
initial designs in person and talk to members of the Forestry England team. This will be held at
Jubilee Hall, Newton-on-the-Moor, Morpeth, NE65 9JY3 on Thursday 18 June from 4pm-7pm.

Responding to the consultation
We encourage you to submit your response online. You can view our plans and submit your views
here: https://consult.forestryengland.uk/forest-districts/newtonwood/

Next steps

The consultation will close at 23.59 on Sunday 28 June. All responses will then be summarised and
included in a consultation report, along with our response to the key issues raised, and published
on our website. Consultation feedback and further surveys will help shape the final design proposal
we will submit for regulatory review ahead of planting the new woodland. We will update

our website as our plans for the new woodland progress.

You can see the latest information here: https://www.forestryengland.uk/woodland-creation-
newton-wood

We look forward to receiving your comments.

Kind regards

The Woodland Creation Team

Forestry England

Email: woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk
Website: www.forestryengland.uk

d Forestry England Growing the future
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Appendix E: Code frame

Theme
Woodland design

Wildlife
Wildlife

Tree planting and species
Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species
Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species

Tree planting and species
Tree planting and species

Paths and access
Paths and access
Paths and access

Paths and access

Paths and access
Paths and access
Paths and access
Paths and access
Paths and access
Parking
Parking
Parking

Comment

Neighbour concerns about proximity of planting and access
to the new woodland

Include a wildlife corridor/green bridge for safe wildlife
access across the Al

Include vegetation/tree corridors to link to nearby woodlands
(Swarland)

Planting mix is important

Carry out a peat survey ahead of planting to support peatland
habitats

Where planting commercial conifer, include a diverse mix of
species that provide a continuous food source for red squirrel

Use buffers of locally native broadleaf or non-invasive species
to reduce the spread of Sitka across adjacent habitats
provide local native broadleaf corridors, particularly along
any watercourses

What percentage of the woodland will be managed to
provide coniferous timber - opportunity to push productive
element much higher

Provide more information about the type of tree planting

Ensure sufficient distance from existing properties to guard
against storm windfalls

Move conifer planting away from the road to avoid danger to
wildlife

Species mix - Northumberland already has too many conifers

Avoid the use of tree guards or use biodegradable non-plastic
alternatives

Create a well drained walking route

Will the existing bridleway be kept

Improve the surface of the bridleway within the woodland
boundary

Divert bridleway 127/5 inside the western boundary of the
scheme along the edge of the large west field

Include surfaced paths for access for all

include walking and cycling paths

will there be waymarked routes

Footbridge over the Al

Accessible footpaths

Knock on impacts on the village due to lack of parking

Lack of parking

Parking for a small number of cars?
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Parking Provision of layby and signage for parking

Overall supportive comment Overarching supportive comment

Impact of new woodland Provide more information about the long and short term
impacts of the new woodland

Dogs and the new woodland Dog users (concern)

Dogs and the new woodland Pleased dogs allowed
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Appendix F: Stakeholders contacted

Northumberland County Council

Elected representatives:
Shilbottle Ward Councillor

Officers:

e Public Protection

Local Access Forum

Public Rights of Way

Private Water Supplies;

Local Nature Recovery (natural environment);
Conservation and Ecology

Central Planning

e Highways

0O O O O O

Parish Councils
¢ Newton-on-the-Moor Parish Council (woodland site is within parish council

boundary)
¢ Shilbottle Parish Council (woodland site borders the woodland boundary)

Other
e Natural England

Wildlife groups

e Northumberland Wildlife Trust

o Butterfly conservation

e Red Squirrels - Northern England

Special interest

e National Farmers Union (NFU)

e North East Community Forest

e Confederation of Forest Industries (CONFOR)

Utilities
e Northumberland Water
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