Delamere Forest including
its 8 satellite woodlands and
2 tree nurseries is situated
in central Cheshire
somel2km east of Chester
and within an hours drive
south from Liverpool and
Manchester.

The main block of
woodlands lie in the
Cheshire Sandstone Ridge
National Character Area
(NCA) which is surrounded
on all sides by

the Shropshire, Cheshire
and Staffordshire Plain
which includes the
Hopyards and Uplands
woodland.

Over 750,000 visitors come
to Delamere forest each
year to enjoy the beautiful
woodland and wide variety
of open spaces, wetland
and grassland habitats that
are linked by a good
network of forest roads and
tracks. The woodlands
generates over

£2 million pounds to the
local economy.



There are a number of historic features found in
the forest the most notable being Eddisbury Hill
Fort which is an Iron Age Hill Fort constructed in
200-100BC and protected as an Scheduled
Ancient Monument. The largest and most
complex of 7 in the county it has been reoccupied
on and off since. Quarrying and farming activities
have damaged the site over many years.

The main conservation interests of the Delamere Forest Plan are the
hollows, pools and peatlands that form the Meres and Mosses. Gouged
out by retreating ice blocks 10,000 years ago, the basins or kettle holes are
important wetland areas that support a wide variety of habitats and
species. Many of these delicate or endangered habitats are so rare that
they have been designated as Sites of Special Interest (SSSI), National
Nature Reserves (NNR) and RAMSAR sites to protect them.




6 million people live within 1hours
drive of Delamere Forest The
stunning woodlands, wetland and
grassland are easily accessible
by a network of footpaths and
cycle routes.

The satellite woodlands are
used mainly by dog walkers
and horse riders. Usage is
fairly low level and informal.

Delamere forest plays host to
some major events each year
such as Hell Runner and Race
for Life that attract many
participants. The very popular
long distance walks - The
Standstone Trail, Baker Way
and Delamere Way pass
through Delamere forest and
its satellite woods.

Delamere Forest plays
an important role in the
local economy
providing direct
employment through
the on site café, Go
Ape, TRACs cycle hire,
Delamere Outdoor
Fitness, Forest Schools
and indirectly through
overnight
accommodation,
tourism and leisure.




The freehold land is
dedicated as open access
land and the public has free
access to this land on foot.

A network of public footpaths
links the woodlands and
provides access into and
from the wider countryside.




The patchwork of colours represents
the percentage of each species
within mixed stands. This spatial
representation does not reflect the
position on the ground of each
species, simply the overall woodland
composition.

Hopyards & Uplands are new
mixed woodlands largely
dominated by broadleaves.

\ Abbots Moss and Lobslack

nursery's produces trees
from seed and have limited
areas of mature tree cover.

Delamere Forest is dominated by
Corsican pine stands with Scots
pine and Larch being the second
most prominent species.




There are no significant

landscape views of Delamere
Forest from northerly directions.

The summit of
Old Pale is a
place of
spectacular 360
degree
panoramic views
including
Delamere Forest
in its entirety.

Primrose Wood is
clearly visible from
the A54 & A556.

This map shows the
underlying landform of
Delamere Forest. The
map shows that forest and
outlying woodlands lie
across a level, gently
undulating landscape.

Only Old Pale & Primrose
Wood are situated on
hillsides & are prominent
in the landscape.



Corsican and Lodgepole pine
is being badly effected by DNB
with the greatest impact on
young stands.

Mature conifer
stands
containing TSI.

Large scale restoration of
Mosses & Meres in the
centre & north of Delamere
Forest is underway.

There is a good
collection of TSI
(broadleaves)
along Ashton Rd

/ and Abby Wood

Old Pale was planted in 2002 and the
young woodland is dominated by larch.
The north facing slope is a major
landscape feature along the access road
to the visitor centre and car parks.

The recreation hub
and down hill events
area attract
hundreds of
thousands of visitors
each year and
generates valuable
revenue from the car
parks, visitor centre,
outdoor activates
and café.




Infected pine stands will be removed early.
More mature stands will be retained beyond
their economic rotation if they remain healthy.
This will offset the loss of woodland cover
caused by the early removal of infected stands.

The FC will continue to
deliver the agreed
restoration programme for
Mosses & Meres. This will
impact on the total area of
productive woodland.

TSI will be
retained in
perpetuity
wherever
possible to for
biodiversity.

Due to the presence of Phytophthora ramorum in
some of the woodlands a phased felling programme
will be introduced on Old Pale to remove the larch
and quickly establish more resilient evergreen
conifers. This will minimise the landscape impact
which would occur if all the larch became infected
and had to be removed in one operation.

The size, scale and
timing of felling
operations will be
designed to create
an interesting forest
structure around the
key recreation hubs
and trails. This will
help maintain and
enhance the current
aesthetic value of
the forest to visitors.




