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1. Executive summary

Between 9 March and 29 March 2026 we held a consultation on proposals for the
designs of a new woodland, called Barlow Wood, on land we recently purchased at
South Farm, near Gateshead.

This report focuses on the feedback we received to the consultation and our
response to the key issues raised.

We received 53 responses to the consultation. Whilst we received many broadly
supportive comments, some highlighted concerns, and others raised questions and
made suggestions.

After carefully considering the responses, further design work, and in response to
consultation feedback, we have updated our proposed designs for the new
woodland to include the following change:

. To improve connectivity into Barlow Wood, we have included a new
pedestrian entrance at the south-west corner of the site, on the corner of
Ashtree Lane and Barlow Crescent.

. To support the local nature recovery strategy, we have added 2 new
‘scrapes’ (a shallow, naturally wet feature) in areas of the site prone to
waterlogging or where we understand ponds to have been located in the
past. One is in the north-east corner of the site and the other to the west
of the site.

We will shortly be applying to the Forestry Commission for regulatory review ahead
of planting the new woodland.

This report outlines our approach to the consultation, a summary of the key issues
and questions raised, and our response.
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2. About the consultation

2.1 Introduction

Forestry England is creating a new 47 hectare woodland on land we have
purchased at Barlow in Gateshead. The new woodland, which we will call Barlow
Wood, has been bought by Forestry England to create a thriving woodland which
will be planted with mixed conifer and broadleaf trees, specially selected to be
resilient to future climate conditions.

The new woodland will be open to the public for people to explore and enjoy,
whilst also being a valuable place for wildlife and producing sustainable timber for
a greener economy.

The consultation invited views from the public and stakeholders on our proposals
for the planting and design of the new woodland. Feedback will help shape and
inform our final designs which will be submitted to the Forestry Commission for
regulatory review ahead of planting the new woodland.

2.2 Objectives of the new woodland
Our objectives for the new woodland are :

Future forest resources and resilience: plant a mix of trees for a lasting
supply of sustainable timber

Thriving habitats for wildlife: increase connectivity between woodlands in
the landscape, creating a mosaic of habitats including areas of low density
planting to enhance biodiversity

Public access for health and wellbeing:
Create low-key public recreation opportunities with new green space for
people to walk in the woodland

Benefits for the wider landscape: capture carbon, supporting net zero
emissions targets

2.3 Consultation purpose

The aims of the consultation were to:
e Provide the public and our stakeholders with sufficient information about
our proposals to allow them to give informed responses and suggestions.

e Understand the reasons for any issues or concerns about our proposals.
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e |dentify any issues we might not already be aware of.
e Provide adequate time for people to respond.

e Consider all responses carefully ahead of making any changes to our
proposals.

2.4 Early engagement

Between, 19 November and 10 December 2025, we sent letters to 136 addresses
close to the boundary of the proposed new woodland on land we have purchased at
South Farm. The letters included a map showing the boundary of the new
woodland and invited people to share their thoughts, through an online survey, on
what should be considered as we develop the designs for the new woodland.

We also sent emails, with a copy of the letter, advising local elected
representatives, about the local engagement that was taking place within the
areas they represent. These included:

e The Mayor’s office, North East Combined Authority.

e MP for Blaydon and Consett constituency.

e Metropolitan ward councillors for Winlaton and High Spen Ward.
e North East Community Forest.

We received 28 responses, including 11 responses from residents of Barlow Road
and 4 from Barlow Crescent.

2.5 Feedback to early engagement

Feedback to our early engagement included general positive comments as well as
questions and concerns which focused on the following themes:

1. Bridleway and horse and bike trails
Provide routes for horse riders/change the status of public right of way to
bridleway/encourage horses and cyclists; include gates and stiles to prevent horse
riders and bikes from using footpaths.

2. Community engagement
Interest in tree planting/volunteering and suggestions to provide a building or
facilities for community activities.

3. Other
Concerns about the impact of the new woodland on agricultural land; concerns
about an increase in anti-social behaviour.

4. Dogs and the new woodland (2)
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Suggestions that the new woodland should allow dogs and include dog bins and
fence the woodland to prevent dogs running onto the busy Ashtree Lane.

5. Footpaths and accessibility
Concerns that the woodland will mean more people and more footpaths ;
Suggestions for the inclusion of a new footpath along Garesfield Lane; include good
walking trails and signposted circular routes of varied lengths; maintain current
foot paths, with particular mention of the footpath between Barlow Road
and Ashtree Lane.

6. Traffic, parking and access
Concern about heavy plant and how this will access the new woodland and concern
that local roads are too narrow and cars will park on verges if parking is not
included. Suggestions to include a car park/away from properties.

Suggestions to include secure hedged (preferred) or fenced boundaries with a few
access Kkissing gates, cycle gates, styles or chicanes to stop the use of dirt bikes
and quads in the area.

7. Tree planting
Manage the density of planting and carefully manage the woodland in the first 5
years; site is exposed to strong winds. Consider climate change; include
fruit trees; native and evergreen species; keep existing trees and hedgerows.

8. Views
Concerns about the impact on views across the far hillside, from Barlow Road and
Barlow Crescent and the proximity of the woodland to property boundaries and the
potential shading of garden produce. Suggestions to preserve some of the
views from the woodland across the Derwent and Tyne Valley/include viewing
points.

9. Wildlife
Consider wildlife in the design and create diverse habitats for birds,
insects, wildlife and raptors; Specific requests to facilitate wildlife corridors and
to keep the woodland for wildlife - do not include a playground.

10. Woodland design
Include ponds and wetlands; prioritise lower height species/wetland within the
northern most field of South Farm and focus taller growing trees further down the
hill.

Appendix A Sets out how our designs have been shaped by this feedback and
addresses some of the key issues raised. Feedback to this early engagement,
together with further design and survey work, helped to shape the design
proposals we presented for public consultation.
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2.6 Who we consulted - public consultation

Our consultation was open to anyone who lived or worked in the local area or had
an interest in our proposals.

e We focused our publicity on people living in the local area, as well as
stakeholders (officer and elected local ward members) from Gateshead
Council; wildlife interest groups such as Durham Wildlife Trust, the Butterfly
Conservation, Bat Conservation and the North East Community Woodland.

e We also told the statutory stakeholders we consult with when creating a
new woodland, including Natural England; Historic England, and, due to the
presence of former mine entrances, the National Coal Authority.

The list of stakeholders we contacted is included in Appendix F.

2.7 Dates and duration

The consultation for the new woodland was open for four weeks from 9 March to
29 March 2026.

2.8 What we asked

The consultation survey included one open question inviting written feedback or
questions about our proposed plans for the new woodland at Barlow Wood.

We also asked respondents to give their name and email address and, where
applicable, supply details of the organisation on whose behalf they were
responding.

The survey we published on the website, is included in Appendix C.

2.9 Methods of responding

Respondents to the consultation were invited to give their views by:
e Completing the questionnaire included on our website at: New woodland -
Barlow - Forestry Commission - Citizen Space

e Giving comments by email to Woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk

e Leaving comments at the public consultation drop in event on 23 March from
4pm - 7pm at the Winlaton Centre, Winlaton, Blaydon.

e Feedback received at the drop in event is summarised separately in section
3.6 of this report.
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2.10 Consultation materials and publicity

2.10.1 Consultation materials

The consultation materials published on our website and available to view in
person at our consultation drop in event included:

An overview of the new woodland creation programme and tree planting

objectives.
A site appraisal - with photographs and maps to give context.

An overview of the surveys undertaken, our objectives and principles, that
have informed our design proposals for the new woodland.

An overview of planting types included in the proposals.

Visuals of how the new woodland might look soon after planting and, in the
future.

Information on how to respond to the consultation.

2.10.2 Consultation activity
We publicised the consultation in the following ways:

Media release: distributed to local news outlets.

Dedicated web page: on the Forestry England website at:
https://www.forestryengland.uk/barlow-wood

Citizen space consultation portal: New woodland - Barlow - Forestry
Commission - Citizen Space

Emails: to local residents.
Letters/emails: to stakeholders.

Posters and leaflets: a poster publicising the consultation and drop in event
was put up in several locations near the site. Posters were also shared with
the local parish councils for inclusion on their noticeboards/websites and
leaflets were posted through letterboxes to promote the consultation.

Consultation drop in event: Our drop in event held at the Winlaton Centre
on 23 March 2026 displayed the information already published on the
website on large posters around the venue and Forestry England staff were
on hand to talk about the proposals, answer questions or queries, and listen
to any concerns from those attending.

Attendees were also encouraged to leave immediate feedback on the
comments board and to respond to the consultation formally via the online
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survey, by email, or by completing a hard copy of the consultation
questionnaire. We also asked attendees to leave their contact details if they
would like to be kept updated about the proposals.

2.10.3 Analysis of consultation responses

Responses received to the consultation were analysed by assigning (or coding) the
points made by each respondent to one or more codes within a code frame. Codes
were organised by theme and separated into and questions, comments or
suggestions, and concerns/negative comments.

Each code reflects a point raised by 1 or more individuals in a variety of ways.
From this it was possible to count how many times the same or similar points had
been raised by respondents.

3.Consultation feedback

3.1 Consultation response overview

We received 53 individual responses for Barlow Wood during the consultation
period. Of these 45 were from local residents, and 9 were from stakeholder
organisations. Whilst some responses contained broadly positive supportive
comments for the new woodland, some raised concerns and others asked questions
or raised comments that were neutral in sentiment.

A full list of stakeholder organisations contacted is available to view in Appendix F.
The organisations that responded were:

e Gateshead Council

e Transport team
Public Rights of Way 28
Land Contamination -

Natural Environment
e Heritage
Historic England

The Coal Authority
Tyne and Wear Archaeology Supportive m Concerns = Neutral
Natural England

3.2 Consultation response by theme
The responses were categorised into themes and sub-categorised into concern,
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question, or comment/suggestion:

Archaeology 2

Consultation approach 2

General positive comment 28
Other 1
Parking and access 6 s 3
Paths and bridleways 6 4

Water management 1

Wildlife and deer [l

Woodland design 7 I 1
Woodland harvesting 1 HEl'1
Woodland maintenance 2 1IN

Woodland users 1 BN 1

comment/suggestion _ M concern question
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

3.3 Supportive comments

We received 28 general overarching positive/supportive comments. These
included: “the addition of trees in the area’’ “this is fantastic” “ Great proposal”.
“The woodland will add to local wildlife and help trap carbon” and “This is an
excellent idea and will be supportive for the local wildlife and environment”.

3.4 Concerns/negative comments
We received 25 concerns/negative comments. These included:

1. Parking and access (12):

e Concerns that the lack of parking in the plans will lead to more careless
parking in the village, particularly on Hollinhill Lane, Ashtree Lane and
Barlow Crescent, which are already narrow.

e Concerns that extra visitors will increase risks for pedestrians, cyclists and
horse riders.

2. Wildlife and deer (1)
e Concern that deer won’t be managed humanely.
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3.5

. Woodland design (5)

Concern about the impact on views from Barlow Cresent as well as Barlow
Road with a suggestion that these should be considered in the proposals.
Concern about the impact on light and security for neighbouring properties.
Concern about the presence on the site of former mine entrances and the
potential impact of the woodland on ground stability.

Woodland harvesting (2)

Concern about the impact that any future tree harvesting might have on the
local area. With one response suggesting they would not support the
proposals if the planted trees were to be harvested at all.

. Woodland maintenance (2)

Concern about the use of specific pesticides in the woodland.
Concern about the impact of falling leaves from the trees into neighbouring
gardens.

. Woodland users (3):

Concern about dogs straying onto neighbouring land and that there are no
plans to include dog bins.
Concern about safe horse riding on the roads.

Questions, comments and suggestions

In addition to the 28 general positive comments (see section 3.3), we received a
further 10 questions and 29 comments and suggestions .

All feedback is included in the code frame in Appendix E.

1.

Archaeology (2)

Consider the mine shaft and wagonway for information or artwork relating
to the post medieval mining history of the area.

Suggestion that the Barlow Medieval Village on the north-west of the site is
excluded from operations and not subject to ground disturbance during the
creation or lifetime of the woodland.

Consultation and community (2)
Include fly throughs to aid understanding of timelines.
Practical approach/useful level of information.

. Parking and access (9)

Introduce measures such as double yellow lines and managed parking to help
control parking issues.

Question about plans to mitigate parking impacts in Barlow and along nearby
routes, including Ashtree Lane and Garesfield Lane?
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Improve sustainable access to the site, for example by providing cycle
parking at key entry points.

Identify and promote alternative parking locations where suitable options
are available.

. Paths and bridleways (10)

Confirm whether any diversions, stopping up or alterations to Public Rights
of Way (PROW) are proposed.

Confirm that all PROW will remain open and unobstructed unless a formal
legal order is applied for and approved.

Clearly define and confirm the exact alignment of all public footpaths.
Explain how footpaths will be protected and kept safe for the public during
construction.

Explain how PROW will be protected and enhanced, particularly improving
access from Barlow Village where routes are currently hard to find and
appear to pass through private land.

Clarify how operational entrances that overlap with PROW will function,
including types of vehicles and measures to protect pedestrians.

Confirm consultation with Gateshead Council’s PROW team.

. Water management (1)

Site is prone to standing water - tree planting will address this.

. Wildlife and deer (1)

Give more information about long term pest control.

. Woodland design (8)

Identify and assess old mine workings before starting work on site and
obtain any required Coal Authority permits.

Retain the existing hedgerows as part of the scheme.

Extend the open space left behind homes on Barlow Road (which runs
north-south and includes the area around the historic mineshaft) be
extended further along to include Barlow Cresent?

Opportunity to enhance Thornly Wood SSSI by optimising the value of the
native/broadleaf.

Exclude invasive non-native and naturalised species, including sycamore and
beech, from wooded buffers to protect deciduous woodland priority
habitats.

Confirmation that no breeding bird survey is required.

. Woodland users (2)

Include horse riding.
When will the woodland be open to the public.

. Woodland maintenance (2)
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e Agree a schedule with the local council for regular road sweeps.
e Provide prior warning of spraying.

10. Woodland harvesting (2)

e Provide more information about harvesting and thinning.

e Establish access and servicing arrangements for timber harvesting in
principle at an early stage to avoid potential difficulties in the future.

The code frames summarising the comments received to the consultation are
included in Appendix E.

3.6 Feedback from the consultation drop in event

Over 50 people attended the event which displayed the information already
published on the consultation website on large posters around the venue. Forestry
England staff were on hand to talk about the proposals, answer questions or
queries and listen to any concerns from those attending.

Attendees were also encouraged to leave immediate feedback on sticky notes on
the comments board and left 32 sticky notes on the board. Many of the comments
mirrored those also received from the formal consultation responses. The
comments are summarised below:

Supportive (12 comments): General approval of the plan’s appearance and

intent

e Welcomed the protection of the green belt, woodland creation (including
the mix of tree species) and the continued agricultural character of the
land. The scheme is widely seen as a valuable long-term asset, with clear
benefits for wildlife, carbon capture and safer walking routes, and
confidence that it aligns with the Land Use Framework and includes
appropriate deer management.

Concerns (7)

Woodland access and users:

e Concern about access and movement around the site

e Access barriers for disabled users and horse riders, the lack of bridle paths,
and worries about parking given narrow local roads.

e Concerns about loss of views and sunlight along some footpaths

e Requests for public access to be managed carefully, particularly near
Normans Riding Wood and neighbouring land.

Suggestions (13)
Suggestions focused on:

o Wildlife: Strengthening wildlife benefits, such as adding ponds to support
frogs, newts and other wildlife.
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e Tree species: Broadening species choice with suggestions for the inclusion
of alder and larch, the donation of larger trees.

e Woodland creation and management: Use locally sourced materials, avoid
chemical weed control and place a stronger emphasis on continuous cover
forestry.

e Woodland access and users: Suggestions to improve access and

connectivity for walkers and horse riders, including better links to existing
paths and nearby woodland.

e Community: Several comments emphasised the value of working closely
with neighbouring landowners, the local authority and the local community,
as well as considering site naming and a stronger emphasis on continuous
cover forestry.

We also asked attendees to leave their contact details if they would like to be kept
updated about the proposals.

4. Summary of stakeholder responses

We received formal responses from the following stakeholders during the public
consultation period. The stakeholder feedback has been included in the analysis.

The Coal Authority

Gateshead Council - Natural Environment
Gateshead Council - Public Rights of Way
Gateshead Council - Contaminated Land
Gateshead Council - Heritage

Gateshead Council - Transport

Natural England

Historic England

Tyne and Wear Archaeology

The Coal Authority - Advised there are several unmapped and untreated former
mine entries within the Barlow Wood site, which may pose risks to ground stability
and public safety. Their key recommendation is that Forestry England should
ensure these features are fully understood, located and assessed before any site
works begin, and that any intrusive activity will require prior permission through
the Coal Authority’s permit process.

Gateshead Council - Natural Environment

Overall, the Council is broadly supportive, noting the wide environmental and
social benefits the woodland will bring as well as its location next door to the
council’s own woodland creation site at Garesfield. Suggests the site design should
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be informed by a full ecological impact assessment (EclA) and include a breeding
bird survey with a particular focus on skylark. Concerned about the potential
impact of deer fencing on brown hare and badger and suggests that the EclA survey
should inform the justification, extent, and specification of fencing on the site.
Suggests consideration should be given to the provision of car park at the proposed
main access on Ashtree Lane.

Gateshead Council - Public Rights of Way

The Public Rights of Way Officer confirmed that two public footpaths cross the site
and requested more information to assess the impact of the proposals, including
confirmation of the exact routes shown on the plans, how the paths will be
managed during construction and after completion, and whether any diversion or
changes are proposed. The response also set out the legislative background should
changes be required to any public footpaths.

Gateshead Council - Contaminated Land

Confirmed that the overall risk of land contamination is low as the site is
undeveloped agricultural land. However, past mining activity could create
localised contamination from waste materials, particularly if disturbed during tree
planting.

The site lies within a coal authority “development high risk area” due to likely
shallow workings and coal outcrops. Suggests that a coal mining risk assessment is
required, and intrusive investigations may also be needed. Confirms there are
multiple recorded mine entries within the site. Tree planting excavations could
encounter mine shafts or “bell pits”, which may also contain infilled coal waste
and pose localised contamination risks.

Gateshead Council - Heritage

Confirmed there are no designated heritage assets on the site and the presence of
two disused coal shafts and a well. Three historic wagonways cross the site, and
the woodland design should avoid obscuring them and reflect their routes in the
woodland design. Recommendation to consult with the Tyne and Wear
Archaeologist.

Gateshead Council - Transport

Highlighted several transport considerations for the proposed woodland. Raised
concern about the location of the main operational access and consideration for
how this will be made safe. Confirmed the site includes two public rights of way
that must be protected and enhanced, with current access points, especially from
Barlow Village, being difficult to identify. Recommended we consult with the
Gateshead Council PROW officer. Concern the development may create parking
pressure due to limited public transport, particularly near access points, and
suggested consideration for how parking will be discouraged and the promotion of
alternative parking locations if these can be identified. Finally, although timber
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harvesting is not planned for 25 years, suggested that access and servicing
arrangements should be considered early to avoid future issues.

Historic England
Confirmed that the proposed new woodland does not affect any designated
heritage assets.

Natural England

Based on a desk assessment, Natural England have no concerns about the proposal
subject to confirmation that the preliminary ecological appraisal (PEA) has ruled
out the presence of priority habitat.

Suggests there’s an opportunity to enhance the nearby Thorney Wood SSSI by
optimising the value of the native/broadleaf components of the proposal.

Sets out the priority habitats and species and confirms there is no indication of
open priority habitat within or immediately adjacent to the proposed area.

Advises that invasive non-native and naturalised species, including sycamore and
beech, are excluded from wooded buffers designed to protect deciduous woodland
priority habitats.

After assessment of afforestation guidance consider the woodland creation to be
low risk to breeding waders and consider that a breeding bird survey is not needed
to inform the Forestry EIA screening of the proposal.

Has no concerns about the impact of the proposals on peat.

Suggests other opportunities and points to think about, including guidance on
choosing tree species, using species suited to wet woodland, and establishing
ground plants in the native woodland area once the trees are in place. It also
recommends following good practice for wildlife-friendly woodland design and
keeping open space around any existing mature trees within or next to the planting
area.

Tyne and Wear Archaeology

Welcomes that the design keeps the medieval village area free from planting and
recommends that the area should be excluded from all operations and not
subjected to ground disturbance to protect any remains.

Notes that operational access is to the south of the site which will help preserve
any below ground remains associated with the Barlow medieval village .

Notes that parts of the old 17th-century Brockwell Way wagonway are kept (HER
5957) which will preserve an element of the early industrial period and landscape
between the planted areas, preserving some of the historic landscape.
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The line ends at a mine shaft (HER 3363), which may have been contemporary with
the wagonway. If interpretation or signage is included, this would be a good place
to add information or artwork about the area’s mining history.
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5. Our responses to issues raised

We have considered all the feedback we received to the consultation, and our
responses to the key issues raised are set out on the following pages.

We have grouped the issues into broad themes for a more readily understood
overview of the issues. Many respondents made positive comments about the
proposals, all of which have been noted. For conciseness, these have not all been
included.

After carefully considering the responses, further design work, and in response to
consultation feedback, we have updated our proposed designs for the new
woodland to include the following change:

e To improve connectivity into the woodland, we have included a new
pedestrian entrance at the south-west corner of the site, on the corner of
Ashtree Lane and Barlow Crescent.

e To support the local nature recovery strategy, we have added 2 new
‘scrapes’ (a shallow, naturally wet feature) in areas of the site prone to
waterlogging or where we understand ponds to have been located in the
past. One is in the north-east corner of the site and the other to the west
of the site.

1. Archaeology

1. Consider the mine shaft and wagonway for information or artwork relating
to the post medieval mining history of the area.
We recognise the importance of the area’s post-medieval mining history,
including features such as the mine shaft and wagonway. We will include signs
at the entrances; however, we have no plans to install additional signs or
artwork within the woodland itself. This is a deliberate choice to preserve the
site as a quiet, natural space rather than a formal destination with built
features. By keeping the woodland free from signage, we can protect its
informal character and allow people to experience the woodland in a more
peaceful and immersive way.

2. Suggestion that the Barlow Medieval Village on the north-west of the site is
excluded from operations and not subject to ground disturbance during the
creation or lifetime of the woodland.

We have left a 20 metre open space buffer around the Barlow medieval
village, which will remain unplanted to preserve its historic setting. This area
will be excluded from forestry operations and will not be subject to ground
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disturbance, both during the creation of the woodland and throughout its
lifetime.

3. Reflect the 3 wagonways present on the site within the design.
Although archived maps show several possible wagonway routes, they are not
always accurate or reliable. The best evidenced route is the
Winlaton/Brockwell wagonway, and this has been used to guide the design. Of
the other routes, one just touches the site boundary, and part of another
follows an existing hedgerow that will be kept as part of the planting design.
This approach focuses on protecting the most important route while keeping
the design clear, practical and in line with UK forestry guidance.

2.Consultation and community

4. Work closely with neighbouring landowners, the local authority and
community, and include education facilities.
As part of developing our project, we engaged with Gateshead Council, the
North East Community forest as well as neighbouring properties and
landowners.

While our current resources are focused on delivering this project, we will be
open to exploring future opportunities with neighbouring landowners to
support biodiversity net gain and create wider landscape benefits.

We have limited capacity to support long term volunteering opportunities on
the site; however, we hope to host a community planting day as we create the
new woodland for local people to join in creating this special place.

While some of our larger forests across the country have a range of facilities
for

educational forest visits, this will not be possible at Barlow Wood. Our funding
for this project is from the government Trees Programme and does not include
funding for any visitor infrastructure, including educational facilities.

5. Request to see the proposals for the new community woodland opposite
side by side.
Gateshead Council have confirmed that the first phase of planting was
completed this spring, with over 37,000 native trees planted by contractors,
volunteers, and schoolchildren. The Council is now focusing on caring for the
young trees, continuing to enhance open habitats across the site, and
improving public access. For further information visit Gateshead Council
website at: https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/34638/New-woodland-of-
50-000-trees-for-Gateshead
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3.Parking and access

6. Concerns about an increase in visitors to the area and the impact of
careless parking on narrow lanes and in areas where parking is already
limited for local people. Desire to understand potential mitigations to
manage this, with a specific request to include a car park at the proposed
main access on Ashtree Lane and double yellow lines in areas where
parking could cause an issue.

We want to avoid a significant increase to car traffic on local roads and
inconsiderate parking that may cause problems on narrow lanes and nearby
properties. Barlow Wood has been designed primarily for local people to
enjoy, and we have no plans to include visitor facilities or car parking. For
those visitors that would like to visit a woodland by car, Chopwell Wood is just
2 miles away and provides parking, picnic areas, horse-riding and walking
trails. If inconsiderate parking does become an issue, we will consider signs in
appropriate locations to discourage this. Responsibility for the inclusion of
yellow lines would rest with the Local Highways Authority.

7. Consider potential improvements to sustainable access to the site such as
cycle parking at public access points.
Our funding for this project does not extend to the creation of dedicated
cycling infrastructure, and we are therefore unable to include these as part of
our current plans. We offer dedicated cycling routes and facilities at Forestry
England’s nearby Chopwell Wood, about 2 miles away
https://www.forestryengland.uk/chopwell-wood

8. Vehicle access for woodland maintenance has poor visibility along
Garesfield and Ashtree lane - consider suitability and how vehicle access
will be made safe.

Our main access for woodland maintenance into the site will be from
Garesfield Lane. We will improve the junction so vehicles can enter and leave
safely from the east. This will include clear sight lines that meet highway
safety standards.

4.Paths and bridleways

9. Confirm the exact alignment of all public footpaths, including any proposals
to relocate them.
The footpath alignment will be mapped out in detail using the official
definitive maps as guidance, ahead of any planting for the new woodland.
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10. How will the public rights of way be affected during construction and once
the project is complete and clarify whether any alterations are proposed?
All existing footpaths will stay in their current locations, and no changes or
diversions are planned. They have been fully incorporated into the woodland
design and will be kept clear of trees and other obstacles so people can
continue to use them.

We will follow all relevant rules for public rights of way and tree planting. In
the unlikely event that planting temporarily obstructs the footpath, this will be
clearly marked, with signs to let people know what is happening and if there
are any temporary changes to the pathway.

Once the woodland is established, the footpaths will remain open and easy to
use, forming part of the new woodland for people to enjoy.

11. How will operational entrances, which are also PROW be used - what kind
of vehicles, how will the PROW and pedestrians be protected?
At the start of creating the new woodland, we’ll need to bring in vehicles to
deliver equipment and materials like fencing and tree saplings, and materials
for creating tracks. This will mostly happen over the first one to two years.
After that, vehicle visits will be much less frequent. Where our operational
entrances are also for pedestrians, there will be a safe walking route around
the security barrier we will be installing at the woodland entrance, keeping
pedestrians and vehicles separate at this narrow point. The barrier will be set
18 metres back from the road, so all vehicles will be able to fully pull off the
road before stopping to open it. Vehicles will already be travelling slowly as
they approach the barrier, which helps reduce risk for people entering or
leaving the site.

We use a range of off-road and specialist vehicles to plant and manage our
woodlands. These include 4x4 vehicles and small utility vehicles to move staff
and materials as well as tractors and excavators to prepare the ground. We
also use larger machines such as harvesters and forwarders to manage timber,
along with dumpers and other equipment to build and maintain tracks. All of
these are designed to work on rough ground while limiting damage to the
environment. During forestry work such as tree thinning and harvesting,
there will be clear signs in place to let people know what is happening and
guide them safely around the area. Trained staff (banksmen) will be on site to
direct walkers, stop work if needed, and make sure it is safe for people to pass
through or around the site. This will help ensure that pedestrians can continue
to access the woodland site safely while work is taking place.
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12. Request for the relocation of an existing public footpath that currently runs
through private property to within the new woodland boundary.
Public footpaths are protected rights of way, and any diversion would require a
formal legal process and clear justification. After careful consideration, we
consider that the existing route remains appropriate, and there is no wider
benefit to users that would support a change.

13. Consult Gateshead Council’s Public Rights of Way team and protect existing
routes, particularly access from Barlow Village, which can currently be
difficult to find as it appears to run through private or farm entrances with
limited signage.

We have engaged with Gateshead Council’s Public Rights of Way team as part
of our consultation . At this stage, we are not proposing any changes to the
access from Barlow Village. All public footpaths will be retained, kept clear
and remain fully accessible as part of the woodland. While no formal changes
to routes are planned, we will consider appropriate signage at key entrances,
where suitable, to help people find and use the woodland more easily without
affecting its rural character.

5.Wildlife and deer

14. Strengthen wildlife benefits, such as adding ponds to support frogs, newts
and other wildlife.
As part of the design for the new woodland, and in line with the Local Nature
Recovery Strategy, we are including two ‘scrape’ features in areas of the site
prone to waterlogging or where we understand ponds to have been located in
the past - one is in the north-east corner and one in the west of the site. These
shallow, seasonally wet areas will collect and hold water at certain times of
the year creating a more varied habitat type suitable for supporting a wider
range of wildlife such as insects, amphibians (frogs and newts), and birds. By
introducing these seasonally wetter areas alongside the tree planting, the
design will support strengthening the overall biodiversity of the woodland.

15. Humanely manage the deer and rabbit population.
We will use deer fencing with rabbit netting to protect larger sections of the
new woodland, and tree tubes in smaller areas. Our highly skilled
wildlife rangers also replace the role of Britain’s missing predators across our
woodlands by safely and humanely controlling deer and rabbit populations
where necessary. England is part of the Deer Initiative, a partnership that
promotes sustainable deer management in England and Wales. More
information on how Forestry England manages deer can be found here:
www.forestryengland.uk/article/managing-deer-the-nations-forests
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16. Give more information about long term pest control.
As well as deer and rabbits, other pests we manage when creating new
woodlands would include grey squirrels, which strip bark from growing trees.
We may also need to manage insect pests and diseases that affect tree health.

Grey squirrels - can pose serious threats to young woodlands. While natural
predators like pine martens may help to balance grey squirrel numbers in the
long term, their populations currently need to be monitored and controlled
where necessary. Our wildlife rangers carry out grey squirrel control across our
woodlands where it is needed to protect the trees. You can read more on our
position here: www.forestryengland.uk/article/managing-grey-squirrels

Protecting tree health - we play in important role in protecting our woodlands
from pests and diseases. We grow many of our trees from seed, choosing seeds
from areas where today’s climate is similar to that expected in the future, so
the trees we are planting at Barlow Wood will be better suited to long-term
climate conditions.

We work with experts to regularly monitor our trees and woodland conditions,
allowing us to spot early signs of disease, damage or stress and act quickly. We
also aim to increase the mix of tree species we plant, which helps make the
woodland more resilient to pests, diseases and the impacts of a changing
climate.

Where necessary, we carefully remove affected or damaged trees to protect
the health of the wider woodland. This ongoing management helps ensure the
woodland can establish successfully and remain healthy for the future.
https://www.forestryengland.uk/blog/protecting-tree-health-england

Biosecurity management - our staff follow simple precautions to stop the
spread of pests and diseases in our forests - such as cleaning boots, tools and
machinery. We also encourage visitors to do their part by following a few easy
steps, such as cleaning boots, bikes and buggies. This helps to reduce the risk
of spreading pests and diseases through mud and water. Biosecurity advice for
forest visitors | Forestry England

17. Undertake a EclA to include a breeding bird survey with a focus on farmland
species such as skylark.
We have considered the suggestion to carry out an Ecological Impact
Assessment and a breeding bird survey. When we carried out ground
preparations on the site in early spring, we deliberately left some grass areas
uncut to provide suitable habitat for farmland birds such as skylark during the
breeding season.
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18.

19.

20.

Forest Services, the regulator responsible for reviewing and approving forestry
proposals, has reviewed our woodland designs and advised that a breeding
bird survey is not needed in this case. On that basis, no further survey work is
planned.

Use information from the ECIA to inform the use of deer fencing and its
potential impact on species such as brown hare and badgers.

No evidence of badgers has been recorded on the woodland site itself but are
known to be in the wider landscape. Deer fencing with rabbit netting is
proposed to protect the planted young trees, reduce damage from grazing
species such as deer and brown hare and allow them to establish fully. The
fencing will be installed in compartments rather than across the whole site,
allowing animals to continue moving through and around the site, and
maintaining wildlife corridors and connectivity across the surrounding
landscape. Once the trees are established, the deer fencing will be removed
and where possible recycled.

6.Woodland maintenance

Concern that fallen leaves may build up in neighbouring gardens and create
a hazard and suggestion to agree a schedule with the local council for
regular road sweeps.

Buffers between the new woodland and the roads will be at least 10 metres
and we will manage the woodland responsibly to reduce any potential impact
where possible.

We do not expect leaf fall to be a significant issue. However, if any noticeable
build-up occurs on the adjacent highways, this can be raised with the local
authority, who are responsible for cleaning roads and footpaths, including road
sweeping, as part of their normal maintenance duties.

Do not use chemical weed killers and provide prior warning of spraying.
Sometimes we need to use herbicides to control vegetation around young
trees, so they are not crowded out and can grow properly. We have seeded the
former arable areas of Barlow Wood with a low-growing grass and wildflower
mix, which should reduce the need for ongoing management. This means
herbicides will only be used where needed to help trees establish. Forestry
England follows strict guidance drawing on nationally recognised standards
and good practice, including:
e The Code of Practice for using plant protection products
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/using-pesticides/codes-of-
practice/code-of-practice-for-using-plant-protection-products.htm
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e The UK Forestry Standard
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651670336a423b0014f4c
5c0/Revised_UK_Forestry_Standard_-_effective_October_2024.pdf

e Wider guidance such as the Natural England Weed Control Handbook
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5280611902947
328

If herbicides are used, this will be done in line with these regulations and best
practice to minimise any impact on the surrounding environment and to
protect people nearby. Where appropriate, we will put up clear signs during
spraying and may inform neighbouring properties in advance so people are
aware.

21. Provide more information about tree thinning and harvesting and place
more emphasis on continuous cover forestry.
We have designed the new woodland to be managed under a continuous cover
approach in the future, meaning it will always retain tree cover. Initial
thinning will begin at around 20-25 years to support healthy growth and
provide a sustainable supply of timber. Most trees will be left to mature, with
different species reaching harvesting age at different times, ensuring trees are
removed gradually rather than all at once.

After felling, new trees will be planted to maintain this cycle. Over time, this
will create a woodland of mixed ages, which is beneficial for wildlife. Managed
in this way, the woodland will become a productive resource while remaining
healthy and resilient. Responsible timber harvesting will also contribute to
tackling the climate crisis by supplying renewable materials that can replace
more carbon-intensive products and help store carbon long-term.

22. Establish access and servicing arrangements for timber harvesting in
principle at an early stage to avoid potential difficulties in the future.
It will be about 20-25 years before any timber can be removed from the site.
Transport routes for the sustainable timber will be agreed with the local
highways authority as required.

7.Woodland design

23. Identify and assess old mine workings before starting work on site and
obtain necessary Coal Authority permits.
We have reviewed the site for any evidence of historic mine workings and no
visible features have been identified. This will continue to be considered as
part of our standard site assessments before work begins. We will engage with
the Coal Authority (formerly the Mining Remediation Authority) where required
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and obtain any necessary permits ahead of works on site to ensure all relevant
requirements are met.

24, Extend the open space left behind properties on Barlow Road further along
to included properties that back onto the woodland on Barlow Cresent.
Whilst slightly wider areas of open space have been retained behind some
properties on Barlow Road, this is to protect the medieval village
archaeological features in this area. We believe there is already a clear
separation between the woodland and the existing homes on Barlow Crescent,
including a road, established hedges, and a variable open buffer of at least 10
metres within the site before low-density planting begins. A scrape (a shallow,
naturally wet feature) has now also been included, which increases the open
space to around 26 metres in a small area and provides additional ecological
benefit. We are also proposing a graduated planting approach, with
low-density planting closest to the boundary and taller planting set further
back. For these reasons we have no plans to increase the area of open space
between the woodland planting and properties on Barlow Crescent.

25. Retain the existing hedgerows as part of the scheme.
Existing hedgerows will be retained. They provide valuable habitat and
wildlife corridors, supporting species movement and enhancing biodiversity.
Keeping these established features also supports natural shelter and boundary
structure within the woodland design.

26. Exclude invasive non-native and naturalised species, including sycamore
and beech, from wooded buffers to protect deciduous woodland priority
habitats.

Sycamore and beech will not be planted near existing woodland, and a buffer
will be maintained to protect the integrity of the current habitat. Existing
power lines also provide additional separation, helping to safeguard the edge
of the Site of Special Scientific Interest (55S1). The new woodland will use a
diverse mix of suitable native species to support biodiversity and increase
resilience.

27. Broaden the species choice and include alder and larch.
We are planning to plant a mix of tree species at Barlow Wood, including
native species like alder, pedunculate oak, beech, small-leaved lime, silver
birch, and hornbeam. Larch has been considered but is not proposed due to
the potential risk posed by Phytophthora disease in the area. Shrub species will
be planted along woodland edges, and open spaces will be woven throughout
the site, creating a mosaic of different habitats. Our species selection has
been guided by extensive site surveys and the latest climate science, which
has helped us select trees likely to be resilient to future conditions. This will
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ensure the new woodland provides benefits for generations to come. Once the
woodland is established and we begin to harvest trees for timber, new trees
will be planted to replace them. Over time, this means the new woodland will
naturally develop trees of different ages and sizes.

8.Woodland users

28. Provide dog bins.
Visitors will be welcome to walk their dogs in the new woodland, dog owners
must be responsible and keep their pets under control in all the forests and
woodlands we care for, following signs and our Forest Dog Code. We have no
plans to include dog waste bins and owners are asked to always pick up after
their dog, bag it and take it home with them.

29. Improve access and connectivity for walkers and horse riders, including
better links to existing paths and nearby woodland.
Barlow Wood will provide public access for local people who wish to explore
and enjoy a quieter woodland environment. It is not intended to be a
destination site in the same way as some of our larger forests. Our funding for
Barlow Wood comes from the government’s Trees Programme, which does not
cover the cost of additional recreational infrastructure within or outside the
new woodland. As such, we have no current plans to create surfaced paths for
horse-riding or cycling.

Visitors will be able to explore the woodland using forest tracks, along with a
series of unsurfaced grass paths that will be created to support woodland
management. Once the new trees are established, the land will be dedicated
as open access, allowing people to explore more freely.

To improve connectivity into the woodland, we have included a new
pedestrian entrance at the south-west corner of the site, on the corner of
Ashtree Lane and Barlow Crescent. This will provide visitors approaching the
site via the public footpath (BL/40/2) from the south-west of the site with
easier and safer access into Barlow Wood, reducing the distance they would
otherwise need to walk along the road to reach the existing connecting
footpath into the woodland.

We have also included a pedestrian entrance on the south-east corner of the
site further along Ashtree Lane, opposite the entrance to the new woodland
being created by Gateshead Council. This will provide direct access between
the two woodland sites, improving accessibility and creating opportunities for
people to enjoy a wider area of connected woodland once established.
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Appendix A: Our response to key themes from early engagement (included
in consultation materials)

A new woodland in Barlow - our response to key themes from early
engagement

We recently asked local people for their early views on plans to create a new woodland on land in Barlow, Gateshead. Here are
our responses to the key themes and questions raised.

Access to the new woodland
The new woodland will be open for local people to enjoy as a quiet, natural space. Once it is established, we will dedicate it
under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act so people can explore the site.

The new woodland can be easily reached using the existing Public Rights of Way that cross the site and the pedestrian entrances
shown on the site plans. Once there, a network of new grass paths will make it easy for people to explore the new woodland.
Other than the new forest track needed for our woodland vehicles, we’re not planning any additional surfaced trails or facilities
for cycling or horse-riding.

Dogs will be welcome, but the woodland will not be fully fenced and we do not plan to install dog waste bins. We expect all dog
owners to act responsibly and keep their pets in sight and close by at all times in the new woodland, following our Forest Dog
Code1.

Traffic and parking
The new woodland will be easy to reach on foot using local footpaths and lanes and we’re not planning any visitor or recreational
facilities. We therefore won’t be providing public parking. This will help keep local roads free from extra traffic.

Our forestry vehicles need to be able to access the new woodland from the road so they can manage and maintain the site. We
plan to use the existing southern entrance on Garesfield Lane, supported by upgrading the existing track. We will include barriers
at this entrance to prevent unauthorised vehicle access and reduce the risk of antisocial behaviour.

Our draft design includes proposals for a further access point for woodland vehicles on the southern side of the site at Ashtree
Lane. This would need funding and planning permission to go ahead.
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It is expected that no timber will be harvested from the site for around 20-25 years, allowing the woodland to establish and
mature. When harvesting eventually begins, transport routes for the sustainably managed timber will be agreed with the local
highways authority as required.

Design, wildlife and views

The new mixed woodland will enrich the landscape by boosting biodiversity and enhancing the natural environment. As part of our
planning, we have done surveys to tell us more about the plants, wildlife and soil. These surveys, along with a landscape and
visual appraisal and feedback from local people, have helped to shape our draft designs.

We have planned the woodland layout to respect views from neighbouring properties. A wide area of open space has been left
between the woodland boundary and the properties on Barlow Road, with an additional area of shorter shrubs and widely spaced
broadleaved trees such as oak, hornbeam, silver birch, cherry and sycamore. Low density edge planting, including berry and fruit
species, will also be included along the new grass paths on the northern boundary of the site, creating a more visually diverse
edge to the woodland. Low density planting will also create ecologically valuable and structurally diverse habitats (often referred
to as ecotones).

Whilst some views will be retained, it remains important to balance the objectives of woodland creation with the desire for open
space and visual connectivity. The design therefore introduces productive new planting while still aiming to preserve some key
sightlines and maintain a sense of openness where appropriate. For example, some views from the northern part of site across to
the Tyne will be kept. The new woodland will reconnect fragmented habitats across the wider landscape and increase valuable
nesting, roosting, foraging and overwintering areas for local wildlife, including insects, amphibians, birds and mammals.

The trees we will plant

We are using years of experience and the latest scientific evidence to choose the right trees to plant in the new woodland. Our
surveys help us to choose the trees most suitable for the site now and as the climate changes. Our professional foresters carefully
choose what trees to plant and where to plant them. They understand the local soil, how quickly the trees will

grow, and the important habitats, species and geographical features nearby. We also consider tree pests and diseases and future
climate conditions to keep woods as healthy as possible.

The species will be a mix of broadleaf and conifer, often planted together in mixtures, with groups of shrub species along edges to
increase the variety and provide seasonal colour and texture. Species have been chosen to produce a future source of sustainable
timber. This supply of homegrown wood products will support the wider British timber and forestry industry, helping to reduce the
demand for imports from other countries.
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Species at Barlow Wood might include oak, hornbeam, silver birch, Scots pine, Macedonian pine, beech, Douglas fir, Pacific silver
fir, sycamore, wild cherry, and sweet chestnut. Shrubs could include hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn, and dog rose.

Establishing and managing the new woodland
We aim to plant the new woodland in winter 26/27. Maintenance during the first five years is especially important to ensure the
woodland’s long-term success. The woodland will be managed by the Forestry England team and our contractors.

Longer term, Forestry England will develop a Forest Plan to make sure that future timber production is sustainable. As part of our
ongoing management of the woodland, we will begin to remove some trees after about 20-25 years to provide a sustainable supply
of timber and help the woodland to continue to grow healthily for many years to come.

Protecting the new woodland from deer

The UK is home to six species of deer. As their natural predators (bears, lynx and wolves) are no longer present in the UK, our
wildlife management team have to manage the deer populations. Without predators or management, deer populations become
unnaturally large, and their browsing can damage or kill young trees and wildlife habitats, reducing the resilience of the new
woodland to the effects of climate change and lowering the carbon captured from the atmosphere.

We will use deer fencing to protect larger blocks of new planting and tree tubes in smaller areas. Rabbit and deer fencing will
protect young trees from browsing, while tree tubes will safeguard smaller, widely spaced areas. After the woodland has become
established, deer fencing and tree tubes will be removed and recycled where possible. This usually happens after approximately
10 years.

Forestry England is part of the Deer Initiative2, a partnership that promotes sustainable deer management in England and Wales.
Our highly skilled wildlife management team will safely and humanely control deer populations in our woodlands, working to the
highest standards.

More information about how Forestry England manage deer can be found on our website3.

Use of agricultural land

We understand concerns around food security, and we want to keep the best-quality land in agricultural production. This is why
we do not create woodlands on the most productive land (grades 1 & 2). The land at Barlow Wood has been found to be grade 3
and is not considered to be of high agricultural quality.

Forestry England’s role is to manage and expand the nation’s forests to ensure they are healthy and sustainable and benefit
wildlife, people, and the economy. The new woodland will capture carbon, connect existing woodland habitats for wildlife to
move between, and provide a sustainable source of timber, which is crucial for the UK’s green economy.
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Appendix B: Consultation materials
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“Growing the .
nation’s forests

Proposed new woodland
Barlow Wood in Gateshead

Forestry England are planting new woodlands
to expand the nation’s forests

We are pianning new woodland in Barlow, Gatesnead, which will They will be valuable places for wildlife, often linking

be known as Bariow Wood, We would like your comments on other woods 10 provide green corridors for wildlife

our initial 'deas. Your input will help shape our final designs to move and thrive across the landscape.

Working with public and private landowners, we're In time, @ach new woodland will provide sustainable tmber,

choosing the right places for woodlands to grow contributing to a green economy and they'll have wider

and flourish, carefully planting a mix of tree species environmental benefits including absorbing carbon, improving

to be resilient in our changing climate s0i! health and air quality, and water management

Every new woodland will have public access so you can explore Forestry England s creating these woodlands through Scan the QR COde
and enjoy them to support your health and welibeing. the government’s Nature for Ciimate Fund

to find out more:
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Site location & landscape context

The proposed new woodland in Barlow, Gateshead, s within Naturz! England's National Character
Area (NCA) 16 Durhom Coslficld Pennine Fringe. It is & transitional landscape between the North
Pennines to the west and the Tyne and Wear Lowlands to the east. It is formed by a series of broad
ridges, separated by river valleys. The west is more upland in character, with large, open, regular fields
bounded by drystone walls or fences, and is primarily used for sheep and cattie grazing, In the east

the farmed fandscape becomes more mixed, with arable erops grown on the richer land, and more
Fregular fields divided by hedges rather than walls, Networks of heages and strips of woodland in river
valleys and alongside streams, combined with shelterbelts and large conder plantations, give parts

of the area a wellwonded appearance. A number of magor rivers run through the area, including the
Wear and Derwent.

The prepesed new woedland in Batlow 1s approximately 0.5 miles from land Forestry England
manages at Spen Bank and 2 miles from Chopwell Wood to the southwest.
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The existing site

The site was previously used as arable farmiand and grassiand,
divided into eight fields with internal hedgerow boundaries, some
containing mature oak and ash trees. Norman's Riding Wood, a
pricrity deciduous woodland habitat, forms the eastern boundary,
with valley woedland and shelterbeits visible in the wider landscape

Two public footpaths run paraliel to each other north-south between
Barlow willage and Ashtree Lane, offering open views toward

the River Tyne, Newcastle, and Gateshead, Several properties in
Barlow also have open views into the site. Overhead powerlines

are a distinetive feature and cross the site in several places.

T Wide wew nocth) owes site from Aseree Lane putix footpath & feld acoess pont, 2:
Wiewn win frovm Sreat in bucggmeow friom fuotpath o weet of ste % Wil view wiuth anc
west from putiic footpath seer Barlow, 4 View souh Mong o0 Uie Sootpath lowares
Achtien Lane. 5 View northevest it wer dio from Gacesfieid Lane ek gate
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How the new woodland
in Barlow could look

Types of woodland we could plant

Objectives for the new woodland

We are designirg the rew woodland to benefit
people, wildlife and the wdes landscape (natural
capital approach), Our design meets the UK
Forestry Standard, which takes into account the
following elements [Farestry Commission, 2021 )

Nla

Detailed cesklop surveys, site surveys
ana anabysis will inform our design, E
This indudes:

Local srviranment recond réview

Preliminary ecological appraisal ﬁ'
+ Historic environment records review

Landscape and visual apprasal
- Soil magping

0

Future forest resources and resilionce:
plant 3 mix of trees for @ BSUNg Supply of
suslainable timber,

Thriving habitats for wildiife: ncrease
connectivity between woodlands in the
landscape, creating a mosan of habitats
induding arcas of low donsity planting ta
enhance biodiversey,

Public access for health and wellbeing:

it Ecolagical site classification - \'_:/ = Create low-key public recreation opportunives .
— ’ ~ Utisties searches "N with new green space ‘or peopie to walk In the Marndoatan pirs Hasel Ve
"' ol Responses o Inital consultation woodland. e
)
P B -

35 | Barlow Wood

®

Benefits for the wider landscape: capture
Carbon, Supparting Net 2870 eMIESONS targets,

Sptamuee
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How the new woodland

could look

Our initial designs include proposals to:

+ Plant coniferaus and
broadigaved Lrees logether, with
shrub spocies along some edges
This wilf add variety, colour and
texture in the lanascape

+Create arcular grass rowtes for
woodland management and
public access, Inking to existing
rignts of way to Barlow and
to Gateshead Council's new
woodland o the south

+ Create wilalife cordaors by
leaving open space next Lo
hedgerows, powerfires and
hertage features, adding some
shrub planting at the eages of
wooatand for wildlife to thrive,

*Intiude low-density native trees,

shrets and open space to keep
some open views from nearoy
properties and add year round
inerest

Barlow public Footpath (east)
how it looks now

How it could look
in 25 years
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A new woodland in Barlow - our response to key themes from early engagement
We recently asked local people for their early views on plans to create a new woodland on land in Barlow, Gateshead. Here are our responses to

the key themes and questions raised.

Access to the new woodland

11w nvew woodiend wik by open For lecal pecpie Ls «ngoy et 4 o, el space. Cree & 4
eablshed. we wil dedicate ¢ unce the Countrysde axd RoP o of Way Act 50 people tar
rxplore the site

The new woodland can bo aaviy reached weng the sxiiing Publc Mghas of vay rhat croas
e e ane the sodeslrian mizances shown mn the slie gl Orce there, o nebwark of sew
ghans paths whl make it tasy for prop e Lo evplors the rew woodland. Ocher than the new
Foxr anl trach sowdact For aur moodand vetichm, wr' e nee planting sy adtbterd sarfsced
trais of facties for Cytang or havse-nidrg,

Bogs wii oe weliome. St the wood snd wii not be fully fenced srd we 20 noc zlan = matall
209 waste Birs. We expect sl 9o ownen b 3t reiooesidly and keep Lhalr pebs in sight ane
o by o2 s M the pew wootiond Following eur Forest Dog Code’

Traffic and Earking

T new woodand Wik

planning sy Vigtor or recreatony, Sscil ties. We thersfors won's be provding peblic parking
This sl halp e el soass frae from extrn traffie

Our Pomeshry vebicies need Lo be abie Lo scuess (e e woodand Mo e road s Dy Lo
matage aod! mairtian the wte. We plan 10 wae the ndsting sin tweim entrance on Geseslald
Lane, supgorted by uogradieg Lhe exiling DAk we wil Indude Barmers ot thes ercrnce W
prevere rieuther sed valiche scous andrecucy etk of sviiccsl behavieut

Our dvalt desgn nchades proposa's foe 1 further acoem oot for woodland vebucles on e
SOUerT Side of Uhe St AL Asheres Laee  THS wosld peed funding asd 0Aming permission
1o g0 svwad

1w enpeciod that 1o Lesber will be havvealo froee Bee Jie or siwand 30 76 years, sliowing
L% wood e b0 e3Labiiih a0 Imatur e When harvesting everdualy Deging, b omgon regies
For W siatamalily rareged Errlber wel D sgrwed with e locd Segirmepn sutleniy
requres,

.
Design, wildlife and views

The new Mt wocdan € il eesah the tanoscape by docsting savenity ang srtencng
D0 naterit enercnimmnd. Ad Pt o o plateerg, wee Rave 0000 Scrveys L3 Lol uy imare sbout
Do piandy, wikdife and yol. These vurvess. slosg with & bindscaps and visssl spureisal svd
Feecbach from jocul peopie, hve helped te Pape e dralt designt

We e panied the woodling yGys 10 1670608 views from re gtbouring Jroperties. &
witht area 0F 5pen 30ae Kat heos aft het woer the woodland Boundary snd the poepert e
on Raclow Dingd, with s add any: ared of 35000er shesdn end wldely soecnd Sroadiemer

Eross S0 o oaR hornbaeaim, sives Ditch Khery and sysamone. LOW Comlly adge plastig
wtliading by and Frus specss, vl sl So el sded K0g e aew grast Dot v o By

por theon tousdary of the sie. creadng @ more viualy diverse edge to the woodlane, Low
ety panang v L also cruate ecolagicaly veluabie wd siract ordly dhame habitals loftes
referrec to as ecciones)

WHIM b vormy wll D ietadnsdd I rwossies mrpartant 1o halawe the aapt tives of
whndland caraation with the Segre for apan 3pace ard vissal comectisaty The desipr
P ndove introdutes produdties rew plasting whis sbll smveg (o preseres woere by
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SA57 U Feach an FOot waing Lah “otostin A nes a0d we'fe

whthines bred raertais 4 sense of opereess whers op oprdie Sor Rasmale, S vews
From the northern part of s4e acress (o the Tyoe will ke kst

e N WOOLaNe ~EL recanrac ragmenied MabRacs 20ross che wider adscane angd
Incesans vliable neating, ramting, s cverminsaring meat for loeal wikdide
Ivchudioeg Imsects, amphitians, aas ond mamm s

.
The trees we will plant

WY e s ng years of @a2erence 30d the lest s stifsc evidence Lo dhotae the right Liees
L0 pROT |8 The New wWooLland, DUl iavert e of To chooae e Lroet 6L Wltabie for e
now and o5 the climate changes. Qur profesdoned formaters maredully chooge wha trees
B0 PRt and whaen 10 plare Dy They unndersandt the local se |, Sow qacdy the trees will
Grom, and the lrportast habitat s, soesion and grogrsohical Teclures near by We atee conmmider
Lrwe presty andd Qs and Tutune Chmare o one 10 beep woods a8 heally o5 peasiiie

The species wil Be 2 mx of Braedies! sod confer, Gliten planded tagether 1 mistares wath
grouss of Ml sput s wimg edge 20 aLrease 2he vatily and provade wesond Ccolaw
and tetie. Ssecies bove heen chowen 1o prodere 3 Futuew sourte of sustainable tinoer
TS SUpPly 0F PO owen waod Deasducs will sppOTT (he wider Brithds Umber ing foreitty
Iodyny, Belpleg (e sedice Dhe demand for eports foss ot countian

Sorcs ol Barbew Wood might mciude oe, Somdearm, sibw Bacdy, Soota piow, Mutsdonken
pire beech Dougan N Pacilic sive e syamoce, wild ey, and saset chestnt, Shruts
coud untlude hicel Bawthorr, tachibom, and cog rase.

Establishing and mana the new woodland
W ais 20 prant Uhe e wosdand 10 winte 26721 Malrtenaice during the Test free e

s egecelly mpertont ta ersure the wootlant's laegderm sormess. 1 wnod and wil be
maraged Uy the Faredsy ERgland [eamm v cul Canti o,

Longer term, Foresry Cagiand will dovelop a Forest Flan 1o muhe sere that future Uoder
predurtang i welaadle. A5 part of 2w angang mensgement of the wecdland, we wil
Beghato remges some rees aftar sbout 7025 yraes e provide 3 sastiinatie sapply of Cimter
ol vy 1B ol 10 contiens Co grow beai iy for mary pears 12 come

Protecting the new woodland from deer

The U B horse Lo ds species of Saer. As Dyl natar s precators ey, B sod wotves)
are a0 longer pretenr n 1 LUK, 0. widife masagement team Aaue te manags the Gesr
POMBLON. W RO Sredsion or Mans ot meds, Seer PAOUANCN hecome sraatintly
Lrpe_and thek Srowsing Can Sunage o bR ypoung ters snd wiilife haotaty, reducing tw
resience of the new woodlaws! to the effects of clinuace change and laweing the b
capbaran! Froes e s reoschere

Ve oedl L deowt Tanong 00 pratec: larger Moo of mew planbing #3¢ Coe Ll o amaller
aregs Ra550 wd dews fencmg wil| protect yousg tees from Diowilng, whie tiee Lices wil
' eguard srakier, widely paced aroas. A'Ter the woodand has become estadiched doer
Feneng aad tram tubes wil Se removed andd recpcind wbere potsisle. This ctusly Nepens
alter approsimate'y 10 yooan

Forgsiry Tngland s pert of the Door mitiative, a partasrsiip ot promates setanabie deey

mndgerent in Lglend end Wahies Our Baghly selled wildife marugeerent team wil safuly
a0 domenely corkrol deer DOEAIRTIINS I Gur woodlancs, wiekng to the Sghest stendmdr,
MO INarmation shout how Foreiry Englend manace deer G be found on cur website'

Use of agricultural land

PN UNCErSLANG COmOes 2eound T00d JCUty, dnd we st 20 heed the dest-aualty lind

agrazune prodastan, This sty we do wt cwats x o the mosd prockcine
forades t £ 25 The land 3t Sariow Wood bes 2oen fousd 100 grade 3 and & nol comidered

20 be o bagh spsouiiun Gualty

FOoealry EAgland & raur & L0 Manage And wapafel [ A0H'S TR L i They W
Bositty and watatnabie s benslit widiife, peaple, sd the sconomy, The hew wosdand
will Lapase carhios, Lomret eniting woodland Babdats for wilkdhife 1o move betweer, o
promde § salavabile wurce of Limbier, which s auosl for the UK greer scomony,

Seferercos
10 o e sty g it b foiog <ude

NG e LB adine iretistive O A

1ML ) fervew Forestrye gla oo b S art i o managmgdes s thenalioss-Forests



Your views are important to us, let us
know what you think about proposals
fFor new woodland in Barlow
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Forestry England

Your views are important to us - let us know what you think

Responding to this consultation
We encourage you to submit your response online. You
can view our plans and submit your views by completing

the online feedback form at:
* bit.ly/barloww

+ If you are unable to do this, you can respond via email
at woodland.creation@forestryengland.uk

All views should be received by 11.59pm on Sunday
29th March 2026

| Barlow Wood

What's next ?

+ Review of consultation feedback
+ Further design work to refine our proposals
+ Application to the Forestry Commission for

regulatory review
Scan the QR code
to find out more:

* Planting (Winter 2026/27)
Forestryengland.uk
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Sticky notes left at consultation event

d Forestry England

Your views are important to us - let us know what you thln‘

what's next ? -

: TeSpOnTe + Review of consuation feechac! '

{0 Sutieit your 2 ﬁm,:::g -?ummdzs'fmm_(onnneqnpmw:'n

and submit yous yiews by comg - bppliation (6 the Forestry Commiason

feedback focr at: ! s |
“§ (Winter 2028/27)

S ' Scan the QR code

to find out more:

forestryengland.uk SEE
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Poster - to promote the consultation and the public drop-in event

y

~ d Forestry bngland”™

%3
"' e
4

. o
New Woodland
2@ in Barlow

i Come along to our public
»4 consultation event

o8 Monday 23 March 4:00pm - 7:00pm
Winlaton Centre, North St, Winlaton,
Blaydon, NE21 6BY

s Forestry England is planning to create a new woodland
o called Barlow Wood, at Barlow, in Gateshead.Please
& drop-in at our local consultation event to view our
proposed designs and speak to members of our team.

You can also share your views with us online by scanning
the QR code or visiting https://bit.ly/bartoww
The consultation closes on Sunday 29 March

You can also contact us at:
woodland. creation®@forestryengland. uk

Forestryengland.uk
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Photographs of the consultation panels ahead of the consultation event opening

=

-
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Appendix C: consultation questionnaire

d Forestry England

A proposed new woodland in Barlow

Overview

Forestry England would like to share with you our proposed plans on new woodland we are
planning to create in Barlow

Why your views matter

Your feedback, as well as site surveys, will help shape what the new woodland could look
like. Forestry England value your comments and feedback and welcome you to our
consultation event,

Introduction

Thank you for taking part in this consultation on the design proposals for Barlow Wood
Wood

You can submit information without completing the name and email details, but if you
choose to do so they will be held by Forestry England as per our privacy policy
Privacy Policy | Forestry England (https://www. forestryengland.uk/privacy)

1. What is your name?

2. What is your address?

3. What is your postcode?

4. Are you responding as:
A local resident
A local business
A elected official
Other stakeholder: Please name below
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5. If you're responding on behalf of an organisation, what is the name of your
organisation?

6. What is your e-mail address?

7. Would you like to be notified about future consultation on these new woodland

oposals?
Yes (please make sure you have provided your e-mail address above)
No

Feedback

8. Please use this space to add feedback or questions on the proposed plans
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Appendix D: Letters/emails announcing the launch of the consultation

Sent: 09 March 2026 10:29

Subject: Public consultation on design propasals for Barlow Wood - a new woodland in Barlow,
Gateshead

Dear nelghbour

Public consultation on design proposals for Barlow Wood - a new woodland in Barlow, Gateshead

Thank you for your interest in Barlow Wood, the new woodland we are planning to create on land in
Barlow, Gateshead.

We are contacting you as we have today launched a public consultation on our draft design proposals for

the new woodland,
These are avallable to view and comment upon until midnight on Sunday the 29th March at :
https://consult r liy /forest-districts/

While we continue with our detailed planning for Barlow Wood, we are keen to hear your views on

our inftial designs. These have been informed by site surveys as well as valuable insights gained from
you and other local people last year,  This new woodland Is one of many we're creating across the UK to
grow the nation’s forests, It will become a valuable habitat for wildlife and in important carbon

store. In time, it will also provide a source of sustainable timber and become a new green space for you
to explore and enjoy,

Public drop-in event

As part of the consultation, we will also be holding a drop-in event where you can view our initial
designs for the new woodland and talk to members of the Forestry England team. This will be held at
The Winlaton Centre, North Street, Blaydon, NE21 6BY on Monday 23rd March from 4pm - 7pm.

Responding to the consultation

We encodrage you to submit your response online, You can view our plans and submit your views

here: https://consull.forestryengland,uk/forest-districts /barloww . If you are unable to do this, you
can respond via email, typing ‘Barlow Wood' In the subject line of your email and including your name,
address, and postcode in your response,

Next steps
The consultation will close at 11.59 on Sunday 29th March. All responses will then be summarised and

Included in a consultation report, along with our response to the key issues raised, and published on
our website, Consultation feedback and further surveys will help shape the final design proposal we
will submit for regulatory review ahead of planting the new woodland, We will update our website as
our plans for the new woaodland progress. You can see the latest Information here: Barlow Wood |

Eorestry England
Please feel free to share this email with anyone else who might be interested.

We look forward to recelving your comments,
Kind regards

The Woodland Creation Team
Forestry England
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Appendix E: Code frame

General positive comment
Archaeology

Archaeology

Consultation approach
Consultation approach
Other

Parking and access

Parking and access
Parking and access
Parking and access

Parking and access
Parking and access

Parking and access
Parking and access

Parking and access
Parking and access

Parking and access
Paths and bridleways

| Barlow Wood

General positive
Consider the mine shaft which may been contemporary with the wagonway for information or
artwork relating to the post medieval mining history of the area

Recommend the Barlow Medieval Village on the NW of the site is excluded from operations
and not subject to ground disturbance during the creation or lifetime of the woodland
Include fly throughs to aid understanding of timelines

Practical approach/useful level of information

Can we view the proposals for the new community woodland opposite

Concerns about careless parking in the area, including Hollinhill lane which leads to Ashtree
Lane which is particularly narrow and the Crescent

Plans to mitigate parking issues in Barlow itself or along Ashtree Land/Garesfield Lane
Include parking

Existing parking in the village is already limited, and there are concerns that careless parking
could block access routes.

Supportive of car parking not being included - there is already too much traffic in Barlow
Additional visitors could worsen parking pressures and increase risks for pedestrians, cyclists
and horse riders.

Include double yellow lines

Vehicle access for woodland maintenance has poor visibility along Garesfield and Ashtree lane
-consider suitability and how vehicle access will be made safe

There is limited alternative access to the site other than by private car

Consider potential improvements to sustainable access to the site such as cycle parking at
public access points
Promote alternative parking locations if these can be identified

Confirm that all Public Rights of Way will stay open and unobstructed unless a formal legal
order is applied for and approved.
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Paths and bridleways
Paths and bridleways

Paths and bridleways
Paths and bridleways

Paths and bridleways
Paths and bridleways
Paths and bridleways

Paths and bridleways

Paths and bridleways
Positive

Water management
Wildlife and deer
Wildlife and deer
Woodland design

Woodland design
Woodland design

Woodland Design
Woodland design
Woodland design
Woodland design

Woodland design

| Barlow Wood

Explain how the routes will be protected and kept safe for the public during construction.

If any changes are proposed, provide plans showing any new alignments, including details on
width, surfacing, boundaries and accessibility features such as gates, barriers, steps or
gradients.

Clarify whether any diversions, stopping up or alterations are proposed.

Set out how the existing routes will be affected during construction and once the project is
complete.

Confirm the exact alignment of the public footpaths

Relocation of existing public footpath

Protect and enhance the PROW - in particular the access from Barlow Village as they are
difficult to notice/access as they appear to through private residential/farm access with
little/no provision to the start of the woodland

How will operational entrances, which are also PROW be used - what kind of vehicles, how
will the PROW and pedestrians be protected

Consult Gateshead Council's PROW

Overarching supportive comment

Site is prone to standing water - tree planting will address this
Humanely manage the deer population

Give more information about long term pest control

Identify and assess old mine workings before starting work on site and obtain any required
Coal Authority permits.

Former mine entrances within the woodland could affect ground stability

Take account of views from properties on the Crescent when developing the proposals and
considering views

Concern about possible loss of views from property

Proximity of property to woodland and impact on light and security

Include education facilities

Could the open space left behind homes on Barlow Road (which runs north-south and
includes the area around the historic mineshaft) be extended further along to include the
Cresent?

Retain the existing hedgerows as part of the scheme
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Woodland design

Woodland design
Woodland design

Woodland design

Woodland harvesting
Woodland harvesting
Woodland harvesting
Woodland harvesting

Woodland maintenance
Woodland maintenance
Woodland maintenance
Woodland maintenance
Woodland maintenance
Woodland users
Woodland users
Woodland users
Woodland users
Woodland users

| Barlow Wood

No concerns about the proposal subject to confirmation that the preliminary ecological
appraisal has ruled out the presence of priority habitat

Opportunity to enhance Thornly Wood SSSI by optimising the value of the native/broadleaf
Exclude invasive non-native and naturalised species, including sycamore and beech, from
wooded buffers to protect deciduous woodland priority habitats.

No breeding bird survey required

Impact of harvesting on local area

Do not support proposals if planted trees are to be harvested

More information about how harvesting is done

Establish access and servicing arrangements for timber harvesting in principle at an early
stage to avoid potential difficulties in the future

Agree a schedule with the local council for regular road sweeps

Concern that fallen leaves may build up in neighbouring gardens and create a hazard

Do not use Roundup/chemical weed killer

Provide prior warning of spraying

Further information about tree thinning

When will the woodland be open to the public

Include horse riding

Roads are increasingly problematic for horse-riders

Concern about dogs and livestock in neighbouring fields

Provide dog bins
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Appendix F: Stakeholders contacted

Parliamentary MP

Blayden and Consett Constituency

Northeast Combined Authority

Mayor’s Office

Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council

Elected representatives

Winlaton and Spen ward councillors

Officers:

Conservation and Ecology - strategic nature recovery and woodland policy
County Archaeologist

Flood department

Highways

Local Nature Recovery (LNRS)

Planning

Environmental Health -Private Water Supplies

Public Rights of Way

Tree Officers

Tyne and Wear Council

Tyne and Wear Joint Local Access Forum
Tyne and Wear Archaeology

Other

Historic England
Natural England

Wildlife groups

Durham Wildlife Trust
Bat Conservation Trust

Butterfly conservation
RSPB

Special interest

The Geology Trust

Friends of Chopwell Wood
Mining authority

National Farmers Union (NFU)
North East Community Forest

Utilities

Northern Power Grid
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